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TEMAGAMI LAKES ASSOCIATION

              Group Box 129, Temagami, ON  |  P0H 2H0  |  (705)237-8927  |  Fax (877)281-4687

               tla@onlink.net               www.tla-temagami.org            July/Aug Fax (705)237-8916

May 2, 2016 7 PM
 

Minutes





Board Attendees: Allan Eustis, Kelly Bancroft-Romans, Tim Richardson, Pete Calverley, Will Goodman, Justin Metz, Andrew Zyp
Regrets: Peter Whyte,
Guests:  Brit Hyde
1. Approval of the agenda. It was moved by Pete Calverley and seconded by Kelly Bancroft to approve the agenda.  Carried.

2. Adoption of minutes Feb. 11 meeting.   

It was moved by Pete Calverley and seconded by Allan Eustis to adopt the minutes of the Feb. 11 meeting.  Carried.  
3. Business arising from the minutes: none
4. Committee Reports –
· Communications: Website: Kelly Bancroft reports that the Facebook page is now active with 900 members and that we continue to work on our ‘members’ page, Times: all directors are asked to promote the Times and solicit articles from members
· Finance: Peter presented a 2016 draft budget that essentially is a balanced budget.  It includes provision for potential OMB costs as described below.  It was moved by Andrew Zyp and seconded by Kelly Bancroft to adopt the budget for 2016, Carried.
· Member services: Peter reported that we still do not have any applications to work at the TLA offices this summer.  We continue to advertise on website and in the Times.
· Planning: A recent decision by the Committee of Adjustment to allow a ‘minor variance’ for construction of a boathouse which exceeds significantly the limits imposed by the Zoning By-Law has led to consideration of a potential appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board.  Our Planning consultant and his report suggest this is winnable.  After considerable discussion the consensus was that if the TLA does not take a stand what is the role of the organization on the lake?  It was argued that the basic principle seems that Lake Temagami is not like other lakes, not like Lake Simcoe or the Muskoka lakes in Ontario.  “If we don’t take a stand who will?”  It was moved by Andrew Zyp and seconded by Kelly Bancroft to hire legal counsel and proceed to appeal the decision of the Committee of Adjustment to the Ontario Municipal Board.  Carried unanimously.
· Protection of Persons and Property: March patrols were completed with apparently only one break in of a member property.  The next round will take place as soon as ice goes out.
· Taxes and Municipal issues: 1.MPAC evaluations are being received by members and the majority seems to indicate significant increases in assessment this time around. As in previous years there appears to be little logic to these increases or the values placed on properties.  Members are advised to appeal their assessments if this is the case. 2. A municipal election will be held in the near future to replace a town councilor who resigned.  The remaining members of council could not agree on a replacement necessitating this expensive process.
· TERAS: Tim Richardson reported that the Temagami Environmental Research and Stewardship (TERAS) charitable foundation set up by the TLA has now received charitable status from the Canada Revenue Agency.  Donations to TERAS are now eligible for tax receipts acceptable in both US and Canada.  Tim was thanked by all members of the board for his persistence in pursuing this decision.
· New Business: The nomination period for new members of the Board closed on May 1.  Returning for a second term is Andrew Zyp.  Appointed for their first term are Amelia Brooker Is. 663 and Brit Hyde Island 1248.
· Motion to adjourn:   It moved by Tim Richardson and seconded by Justin Metz to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 PM.  Carried.
Next meeting:   TBD
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