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By Andrew Healy 

 The first time I went to Wolf Lake I no-
ticed the trees. I also noticed the rocky quartz-
ite hills and deep blue waters, but mainly I 
noticed the trees. Huge red pines covered the 
shorelines and hills, appearing like twigs atop 
the massive eastern ridge. Having travelled 
the Temagami backcountry I was no stranger 
to old-growth forests, but there was some-
thing different about the forest at Wolf Lake. 
I wasn’t surprised when I learned years later 
that it was in fact “special”; being the largest 
remaining old-growth red pine forest in North 
America. 
 Wolf Lake lies within the spectacular 
chain of lakes that comprises the Chiniguchi 
River system, roughly 50 kilometres northeast 
of Sudbury. From Lake Temagami, it is roughly 
35 kilometres straight west from the South-
west Arm, or as many experience it, a 5 to 6 
day paddle. The Chiniguchi area represents 
the southwest corner of what is considered 
the greater Temagami Region by canoeists 
and historians. This is because it is connected 
to the same world-renowned wilderness area 
containing some 4,000 kilometres of canoe 
routes. 
 The best illustration of the Temagami 
Region is shown on Craig MacDonald’s His-
torical Map of Temagami, which shows the 
region bordered by the Wahnapatei River in 
the west, Lake Temiskaming to the east, Mon-
treal River to the north and Marten River in 
the south. For those with less time, Wolf Lake 

-
gami Lake Road to the Mattagami Lake Ac-
cess Point, which puts you about a half day’s 
paddle away. 
 During the 20th century Wolf Lake was 
spared from the extensive logging taking place 
across most of Northern Ontario. It wasn’t un-
til the 1990’s that naturalists and researchers 
took notice and started raising the issue of 
protection in light of pending forestry plans. 
Fortunately, the province agreed and halted 
any logging plans by creating the Chiniguchi 
Waterway Park in 1999 as part of Ontario’s 
Living Legacy (OLL), which resulted in the 
creation of 378 new protected areas in On-
tario. 
 Creating a new provincial park has many 
challenges, and with an expansion as large 
as OLL the Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) had its hands full. Perhaps the biggest 

challenge was that many of these new parks 
had existing mining claims or leases that could 
not be overturned simply by the creation of a 
new provincial park. 
 As a short-term fix, the province branded 
these areas as “Forest Reserves”, a land use 
designation that prohibited forestry and other 
commercial activities, but permitted min-
ing activities to continue. The MNR then 
came up with two different strategies to “dis-
entangle” the parks. The first strategy was to 
keep the Forest Reserve designation until the 
mining tenure lapsed, and the second was to 
search for replacement parklands. 
 In the case of the Wolf Lake Forest Re-
serve, the province sought to seek replace-
ment parklands farther north on the Chini-
guchi River, and subsequently renewed the 
mining leases for a 21-year term in 2010. 
However, the proposed replacement lands 
aren’t quite an “apples to apples” comparison 
with Wolf Lake. Also in this plan, the Wolf 
Lake Forest Reserve would be dropped, re-
turning the area to General Use Area, where 
commercial activities such as forestry are per-
mitted. This proposal, which was posted for a 
45-day public review period in the summer of 
2011, was objected to by local environmental 
groups such as Friends of Temagami, but for 
the most part flew under the radar of broader 
public scrutiny. 
 This all changed on December 12, 2011 
when the Toronto Star ran a front page article 
titled “Ontario Breaks Temagami Pledge”, 
some six months after the MNR’s comment 
period ended. The immediate public reaction 
took the government by surprise, prompting a 
follow up article the next day containing the 
Minister of Natural Resource’s explanation 
that the decision was “not a done deal”. It ap-
peared that the precious ecological resource 
that locals had been fighting to protect for the 
last two decades was given a new temporary 
‘lease’ on its protection. Sometimes it pays to 
have a friend such as Earthroots, who with 
their “Torontonian” base can raise a local is-
sue into the political sphere. 
 Over the next few weeks, the Minister and 
Premier received over 1,000 public comments 
in support of maintaining the Wolf Lake For-
est Reserve, at one point requiring the Min-
ister’s fax machine to be shut down. Mean-
while, both local and national organizations 
banded together to form the Wolf Lake Coali-

tion. The TLA has joined the coalition and 
supports the protection of Wolf Lake. (Please 
visit http://savewolflake.org/ to learn more.) 
 According to the MNR’s Guide for Crown 
land Use Planning (2011) the aim is to reduce 
the number of Forest Reserves, avoid creat-
ing new ones, and eventually eliminate them 
entirely. The reasons for this are that Forest 
Reserves result in a lack of uncertainty for the 
mining industry, as well as leave the MNR 
with a messy quasi-protected piece of land, 
which they have limited control to manage. 
 However in the case of Wolf Lake, a Forest 
Reserve designation seems like too perfect a 
compromise. It allows mining tenure and ex-
ploration to continue for 21 years, potentially 
someday resulting in a mine. Meanwhile, the 
area is still given protected status from forestry 
and is essentially a ‘park in waiting’ should 
mining not pan-out. If the Forest Reserve 
status is dropped today, Wolf Lake will likely 
never be protected. If I was a betting man 
I’d put my money on the government keep-
ing things just the way they are, it makes too 
much sense not to. 
 Although Wolf Lake is not in the Munici-

pality of Temagami, as pointed out by Mayor 
Hodgson in his letter to Member of Provincial 

-
sue), there is certainly a connection to Tema-
gami and as I’ve discussed earlier it is located 
in the greater Temagami recreation area. The 
Mayor’s decision to disassociate the town from 
an internationally unique ecological area baf-
fles me, especially when tourism is currently 
the main economic driver of Temagami! The 
Temagami youth camps have been sending 
campers to Wolf Lake for over a century and 
have spoken out strongly for its protection. 
These same businesses contribute $3.5 million 
annually to the town’s economy. It seems ob-
vious to me that there is more to gain for the 
town by protecting Wolf Lake, especially if 
promoting it as part of Temagami’s ‘backyard’ 
of world renowned wilderness, than there is in 
advocating mining and forestry some 200 ki-
lometres away by road. It does seem however 
that the Mayor’s argument is more philosophi-
cally based on the old notion that the answer 
to Temagami’s economic perils lies in forestry 
and mining. You be the judge. 

TWO DIFFERENT VIEWPOINTS ON THE WOLF LAKE ISSUE
Why all the Talk about Wolf Lake?
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Hello John Vanthof,

 I was both disgusted and disturbed to hear 
the press release sent by the NDP Environ-
ment Critic Jonah Schein recorded on CJTT 
this morning, and then to read his preposter-
ous letter to the Premier on the fabricated is-
sue surrounding “logging” in Temagami.  This 
letter also sent to the Editor in the Timmins 
Today.com is a joint effort with Earthroots.
 Wolf Lake (the area in question) is in Sud-
bury and not Temagami, regardless of what 
Earthroots states.  It is not even in the tra-
ditional lands claimed by the Temagami First 
Nations for that matter.
  The trumped-up story put out by Ear-
throots, the Toronto 
Star, your Environ-
ment Critic, and 
unfortunately even 
parroted by the Pro-
vincial Environmen-
tal Commissioner is 
harmful to the com-
munity of Temagami 
in a number of ways: 
1) The word Temaga-
mi is used because (of 
course) Earthroots 
has made a lucra-
tive corporate living off of concocting stories 
about Temagami.  They know that if they 
were to create an old growth destruction situ-
ation and send out their press releases using 
the word “Sudbury”, their money-making op-
portunities out of their Toronto offices would 
be limited.  Abusing the brand Temagami for 
their self-serving interests paints an inaccu-
rate picture of the real Temagami.
2) There is no “promise breaking”, nor is 
there “opening it up to Forestry” as suggested 
by your Critic of the Environment.  Rather, 
there is a proposed change of classification to 
a postage stamp sized piece of land in Sudbury 
that might require the removal of trees (in 
the immediate vicinity) to facilitate the con-
struction of a mine.  The opening of a mine 
would be something that should be supported 
not demonized!  Even if a mine is never built,  

 

there will now be another new area for “pro-
tection” added to an existing park in Sudbury 
so that no forestry or mining can ever happen. 
An area that is larger than the change in clas-
sification now being considered by the Minis-
ter of MNR.  Seems to be a compromise that 
benefits the very people who are crying wolf!  
I spoke with the Minister of MNR recently 
and asked him not to be bullied by these pro-
fessional protestors in the same way our for-
mer Premier was into stopping the spring bear 
hunt.
 Temagami is a wonderful place both 
blessed by natural resources and vast areas 
set aside for Parks.  The NDP Critic used the 

terms plundered, ex-
ploited, and destruc-
tion when referring 
to Temagami.  While 
he was likely duped 
into believing he was 
talking about Tema-
gami - it is those very 
terms that forever 
haunt our efforts to 
enjoy employment 
opportunities from 
the area where we 
live.  Our “Tema-

gami” brand is often abused - that is cross we 
have to bear; however, I want to know where 
our District Provincial Elected Official, John 

or not supporting activity in our area that 
is permitted and has been planned for after 
years of consultation.  
 Consultation I must add that included Ear-
throots.  Strange that their corporate memory 
seems to be failing them if they do not know 
the difference between Temagami and Sud-
bury.  I think the real problem for Earthroots 
is that they have not enjoyed the lucrative 
business of squeezing “Donate to save Tema-
gami” money out unsuspecting Torontonians 
for a few years now.
 
John Hodgson
Mayor, Municipality of Temagami

GERRY GOODERHAM
Group Box 22
TEMAGAMI, ON
P0H 2H0
Ogama Island 843
e-mail: grg@ontera.net

705- 237-8904

Don McMillan
Sales Representative 
mcmillan@c21temagami.net
Home: 705-569-2917   

Pauline Lockhart
Sales Representative 

lockhart@c21temagami.net
 Home: 705-569-4603   

www.yoa.ca/temagami 

Century21
Blue Sky Region Realty Inc. Brokerage

6716 Hwy 11, P.O. Box 517, Temagami  ON

Letter to MPP John Vanthof 
Regarding Press Release on 
Wolf Lake Issue

“Temagami is a wonderful place 
both blessed by natural resources 
and vast areas set aside for Parks. 
The NDP Critic used the terms 

plundered, exploited, and destruction 
when referring to Temagami
…it is those very terms that 

forever haunt our efforts to enjoy 
employment opportunities from  

the area where we live.”
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 Efficiency
Expertise

Experience
 Equipment

We Specialize in: 

W

We

P.O. Box 411

TEMAGAMI, ONTARIO
P0H 2H0  
Tel: (705) 569-3813 or (705) 569-4446
Fax: (705) 569-2638 
E-Mail: mberube@ontera.net

OWNED AND OPERATED BY:

Charlie Bérubé, Raymond & Suzanne Daneault

705 569-3813 or 705 569-2537

In 2008, we celebrated 25 years 
of service on Lake Temagami. 
Thank you for your patronage!

We We

* Ask us about  the available tax credit on your home or cottage improvements.
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REAL ESTATE WILLS ELDER CARE
ESTATE PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION

Commercial and Corporate law

RAMSAY LAW OFFICE

Peter R. Ramsay 

William R. (Bill) Ramsay

18 Armstrong Street, P.O. Box 160
New Liskeard ON P0J 1P0

705 647 4010
fax: 647 4341
toll free: 1 800 837 6648
email: ramsaylaw@ramsaylaw.ca
web site: www.ramsaylaw.ca

Peter R. Ramsay

William R. (Bill) Ramsay

Celebrating 80 years in Temagami & Temiskaming

Pendelton Blankets � Keen Sandals  � Souris River  

Ultralight Canoes � Artwork by Steve Snake � Historical  

Maps of Temagami � Outdoor Clothing � TOC designs

website www.icanoe.ca  phone 705-569-2595 email canoe@icanoe.ca

effort. He spoke of personally taking people from the Lake to the hospital “in the old 
days” before Temagami had its own ambulance service and he stressed the importance 
of supporting the hospitals today.  
  For more information please contact Art Arnold at 705-569-4682 or  

 

the Temagami Community Foundation, which is administering this fund for the club. 
To make a tax-deductible donation to this worthy cause, please make your cheque pay-
able to the Temagami Community Foundation with a notation that it is for the Lions’ 
Hospitals fund and mail it to P.O. Box 467, Temagami, P0H 2H0. Tax receipts are issued 
for all donations over $25.   
 The thermometer style sign to track the progress of the campaign is located in the 
Temagami Train Station parking lot.  It was made and kindly donated to the Lions by 
Barry Phippen of Phippen Signs.  The Lions are hoping that with a concerted effort the 
thermometer will be filled to the top in five years or less.  In the community of Tema-
gami, there is a healthy chance that it will.

Lions Take on a New Challenge 
continued from page 10

T.J. Evans Since 1977

For all your construction needs:

 WE CAN HANDLE:
SEPTIC SYSTEM WITH A WATERLOO-BIOFILTER 
CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS FRAMEWORK 
CONCRETE SLAB OR SIDEWALK

POST & BEAM WORK LOGWORK

STONEWORK DOCKS & BOATHOUSES

FINISH CARPENTRY

FOR A CONSULTATION OR A NO SURPRISE FIRM QUOTATION:

www .O.Box 347, Temagami, ON P0H 2H0   
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 You may recall reading in the fall edi-
tion of the Temagami Times about the 
need for a Solid Waste Management Mas-
ter Plan for Temagami.  This plan is to ad-
dress all aspects of solid waste from garbage 
collection (including transfer stations) to 
landfill sites, and also waste diversion such 
as recycling.  
 The Municipality awarded the contract 
to produce this plan to Aecom.  They have 
now completed their initial research and 
drafted a preliminary plan. They will be 
presenting this for public comment and 
input at a meeting to be held at the Com-
munity Hall in Temagami North on March 
8, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  
 While it is recognized that this is not 
ideal timing for summer residents to attend 

in person, those who cannot attend are en-
couraged to make comments in writing or 
through their cottager associations. 
 An electronic copy of the draft master 
plan will be posted on the Municipality’s 
website www.temagami.ca for viewing pri-
or to the meeting, in addition to the paper 
copies available at the library and town 
office. Comments will be accepted up to 
March 15th by means of a form on the mu-
nicipal website or by regular mail, fax or 
email. (See page 14 for details.)  
 Aecom advises that all public com-
ments will be considered and that they 
will be used to review and revise the plan 
before Aecom presents it to the Municipal 
Council. This is your chance to voice your 
opinion and to be heard.

 Temagami has selected Sentinel Solar 
Corporation to supply, install, and com-

system on the Temagami Fire Hall located 
at 5 Stevens Road, Temagami, ON.
 The total investment for the project is 
$70,000. In the fall of 2011, Temagami ap-
plied for and received a microFIT contract 
from the Ontario Power Authority which 

will pay the municipality 80.2 cents per 
kilowatt hour over 20 years. 
 “Temagami recognized the potential for 
solar panel projects under Ontario’s Green 
Energy Act and we will use the project to 
deliver a new source of revenue for the mu-
nicipality,” says Debby Burrows, Temagami 
Councillor and Chair of the Economic De-
velopment Committee.

 “We are pleased to be partnering with 
Temagami on this important microFIT 
project,” says Adam Webb of Sentinel So-
lar. “The system will be installed and com-
missioned in early 2012 and Sentinel will 
also be using local sub-contractors”.
 Sentinel is a Canadian owned and oper-
ated company that engineers and produces 
pitched roof, flat roof, ballasted flat roof, 

ground mounted and dual axis tracking 
solar systems. All systems are compliant 
with Ontario Power Authority Feed-In-
Tariff’s and meet or exceed domestic con-
tent requirements. Sentinel Solar Corpo-
ration has an excellent record of installing 
solar projects for public and private sector 
clients throughout Ontario.

Comments Sought on Solid Waste 
Management Master Plan

Temagami Proceeds on microFIT 
Solar Project 

exp geomatics inc.
Surveyors & Engineers

offering a full range of surveying services for Lake Temagami & area
9 Wellington Street, New Liskeard, Ontario P0J 1P0

Tel:  705-647-4311 ;  Fax:  705-647-3111

p geom
ors & Engineers

T

c.

gami & a
0J 1P0

atics in

a

the new identity of Trow Global

By John Santarossa, Economic Development Officer

DANNY W. FERGUSON
Barrister and Solicitor

 For all Your Real Estate

 and Estate Planning Needs

355 Ferguson Street, Suite 202
North Bay, Ontario P1B 1X1
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email: ferg@bellnet.ca
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If you would like to receive an application for membership or information related 
to that contact Peter at tla@onlink.net or call 705-237-8927 

Name _________________________________ Spouse  _____________________________________

Home Address ______________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ Prov./State______________ Postal/Zip Code _________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________

Temagami Phone __________________ Home Phone _________________ Island Number ______

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

Class A membership (necessary for F and D memberships)  ______________________$ 115.00

Class F membership (for family members of A member)  ___________________________ 55.00

Class D memberships (children <18yrs of class A or F)  ____________________________ 15.00

Class C membership (commercial)  ____________________________________________ 115.00

Class B membership (sustaining - non property owner)  ___________________________ 60.00

 $ _______

SUPPLEMENTARY OPTIONS AND SERVICES

A separate fund for legal costs protecting the tenets __________________________  $ _______

 (min. $25 per property requested)  

A separate fund dedicated entirely to ongoing water quality monitoring and research on Lake Temagami  $ _______

(choose either A, B or C for each Island with buildings)

 (spring and fall) — $50  ____________________________________________  $ _______

 (January and March) — $50  ________________________________________$ _______

 (combination A and B) — $95  _______________________________________$ _______

 (minimum $45 for radio service users)   $ _______

 — Maps are two sided and water resistant.

For the boat — $20 CD Rom  — $20 ___________________________________________$ _______

Full Colour Wall Maps — $25 _________________________________________________$ _______

Plastic Name Plate  — $50 ___________________________________________________$ _______ 
(free with first time class A property membership) 

TLA Decals (inside and/or outside) — $1/pair ____________________________________$ _______

  __________________________ GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _______

TLA Membership Application

PAYMENT:  CHEQUE

CARDHOLDER NAME

CARDHOLDER NUMBER   EXP. DATE

Checks payable to: 
Temagami Lakes Association, 

Group Box 129, 
Temagami Ontario

P0H 2H0

CARDHOLDER SIGNATURE

party & event catering

from farm, field, forest & lake

705-569-3539
caryn.colman@gmail.com   

p
e

rs
o

n
a

l c
h

e
f

w w w . s m o o t h w a t e r . c o m 
temagami@ontera.net  888-569-4539  705-569-3539

 Canoe & kayak rentals 
 Canoe trip outfitting
 Restaurant & lodgings
 Old growth forest hikes
 Edible wild cooking classes
 Cross country skiing
 Snowshoeing
 Retreats & weddings
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 Delegation opportunities that allow Municipal 
representatives to meet with Provincial Ministers are 
provided at various conferences throughout the year.  
The annual Rural Ontario Municipalities Associa-
tion (ROMA) and Ontario Good Roads Association 
(OGRA) combined conference is one of the prime 
delegation opportunities. This year Mayor John 

Cormier will be meeting with various ministries at 
the OGRA conference.  The Municipality has sub-
mitted a total of eight delegation requests to discuss 
important issues affecting Temagami residents. 
 Council determined the Ministries to be ap-
proached and topics to be addressed. The Ministry 
of Government Services has already confirmed our 
request to meet to discuss the possibility of a Service 

Ontario location in Temagami to reduce 
the need for Temaga-

mi residents to 
go out of town 
for such things 

as drivers licence and health card renewals.  
 We have requested to meet with the Minister of 
Community and Social Services to regarding our ap-
portionment levy to the 
District Social Services 
Administration Board 
(DSSAB).  The amount 
we pay is currently de-
termined solely on mu-
nicipal property values, 
which are comparative-
ly high in Temagami. 
We would like to see a 
different model used, 
which we feel would be 
fairer.  
 A meeting with the 
Minister of Transpor-
tation has been re-
quested regarding the  
safety and winter condi-

tions on Highway 11. These are just a few of the is-
sues planned to be addressed during the meetings at 
the end of February.

Municipality Requests Meetings with Provincial Ministers

BYCK
 LAW OFFICE

OF ATTORNEY
CORPORATE &
P.O. Box 1027, 439 Ferguson Ave., Haileybury

705 672 2600
Fax: 705 672 2779          Email: temlaw@nt.net
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“Moose” Copeland 

Dec. 21, 1925 – Oct 15, 2011

I n  R e m e m b r a n c e

 Alfred T. Copeland Jr., known affec-
tionately to most people on Lake Tema-
gami as “Moose”, passed away on Oc-
tober 15, 2011 as a result of injuries he 
sustained when struck by an automobile 
near his home in Bronxville, New York.
 For fifty consecutive summers, 
“Moose” Copeland spent all his vacation 
days at Temagami’s Island 676. An en-
thusiastic fisherman who seldom fished 
Lake Temagami itself, he preferred to 
portage his canoe to bordering lakes with 
his fly rod and some worms pursuing the 
scrappy small mouth bass. But Moose’s 
attachment to Temagami started nearly 
thirty years earlier than his 1961 island 
purchase, when his father, a hay fever 
sufferer, brought him to Wabikon which 
was then a fishing camp. With Dennis 
Laronde as their guide, he caught his first 
fish and Temagami caught him for good.

 His hometown Columbus, Ohio con-
nections brought him to Tema-
gami’s canoe tripping Camp 
Wigwasati for five sum-
mers. It is here he ac-
quired his lifelong 
nickname “Moose” 
for the way he 
charged through 
the bush with a 
canoe or a wann-
igan on his back. 
The nickname 
stuck so com-
pletely, it is doubt-
ful many know his 
real name was Alfred 
Thomas Copeland, Jr. 
 His canoe trips were 
interrupted by World War II 
Navy service and college days at Princ-

eton University, but after graduating in 
1949, he resumed his trips, origi-

nally with his father and 
then with various friends. 

His trip logs from the 
1950’s detail the 

wildlife, muskeg, 
Northern lights, 
overgrown ardu-
ous portages (as 
many as eight 
a day), white 
caps, rain, and, 
of course, fish. He 

took minimal food 
supplies, depending 

on the fish caught 
and blueberries picked, 

maintaining his record of 
eating fish at least two meals a 

day, a practice he continued through his 

fifty years at Island 676. He marveled at 
the beauty of this unspoiled wilderness 
and seemed to thrive on the hardships of 
these two and three week long trips. 
 Moose Copeland loved life, and had 
an infectious optimism and generous 
spirit that allowed him to make friends 
everywhere he went. He was always good 
for a story and touched many lives with 
his attitude. He had a heart of gold and 
wanted the best for everyone he came 
across. 
 When given the chance he might 
show you pictures of fish, but what he 
was most proud of was the family he 
leaves behind. He is survived by daugh-
ter Joyce, sons Dean and Tom, his grand-

former wife Nancy.

The Temagami Times needs reporters/columnists  
from all corners of the lake to share their experiences, 
events and/or lake history. We will print submissions,  

subject to the usual editorial review.  
Students may want to contribute items as part of courses  

or to obtain community volunteer credits.

ATTENTION 
Future Journalists/Lake Community Archivists 

By Elaine Gunnell

 On an unseasonably warm day in late January, we were 
out snowshoeing and spotted them.  It made me wonder if 
we were in for an early spring this year, since I don’t usu-
ally expect to see snow fleas until at least mid-March.  For 
me, they are usually one of the first signs that spring is on 
its way.  
 Of course, these tiny, yet interesting 
creatures are not really fleas at all, but 
are an arthropod called Collembola (pro-
nounced kol-LEM-bo-la).  Another com-
mon name for them is “springtails”.   Un-
like fleas they do not bite.  They get the 
name snow flea because of their size, they 
average about 2mm (1/8 inch) in length, 
and because they appear to jump like fleas.  
 According to the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, snow fleas 
“have a very unique catapult system to get 
around. Two “tails” on their back end are 
tucked up underneath their belly, held in 
place by tiny “hooks.” When the springtail 

wants to move, they just release the spring-loaded “tails,” 
called furcula, which hit the snow and send them flying 
into the air. Since snow fleas can’t conrol their flight or 
direction, they frequently land in the same spot or only a 
few inches away.”1
 These little creatures live on decaying organic mate-
rial and are around all year long.  However, because they 
are so tiny, you will rarely spot them, except when they 
come out on the surface of the snow.  They do so to keep 
from drowning in the melt-water as the snow begins to 

melt in the spring.  You often see them in large clusters 
that are best described as looking like soot, ashes or even 
ground pepper on the surface of the snow. 
 So the next time you are out in the woods, enjoying 
the snow on a sunny day, take a moment to stop and look 
around.  If you see a patch of what looks like soot on the 
snow, look carefully.  If you see the soot jumping, you 
have found “snow fleas”.  

www.dnr.state.wi.us/eek/critter/insect/snowflea.htm

Snow Fleas
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Dorothy Roberta McMillen 
Island 684

John L. Denninger 
July 1, 1949 – July 31, 2011

I n  R e m e m b r a n c e

 Dorothy’s first trip to Temagami was 
in the summer of 1959. Her husband 
Ralph had been a guest at the Canadian 
Goodyear Island Wingfoot (#864) on 
several occasions and had become quite 
enchanted with the lake, so he wanted 
to show it to Dorothy and his daughter 
Carol, son Grant and newly born son 
Ralph.
 In those days the drive to Tema-
gami from Toronto took a whole day 
with many stops along the way. We 
checked into Amich Lodge (now Tema-
gami Shores) and rented a cabin for the 
weekend. The following day we boarded 
the Aubrey B. Cousins for a trip down 
the lake. It was a rough windy day with 
bright sunshine – newly born Ralph in 
his playpen, Grant standing by the front 
mast to avoid the spray and Carol eating 
ice cream on the deck below. 
 Stops along the way, a visit to the 
Hudson Bay post at Bear Island and 
then on to Wanapitei before retracing 
the route back to Temagami. The next 

day we rented a small cedar skiff to head 
down the lake and explore. It was very 
rough and that day we found out there 
were lots of rocks in this lake! All in all a 
wonderful stay and Dorothy was sold on 
Temagami.
 For the next three years we had the 
opportunity to rent Charlie Schwegart’s 
(the Goodyear Canada Island Manager) 
cottage on the north side of Cattle Is-
land. We would head out of Toronto 
with two weeks of supplies, a trailer be-
hind and a canoe on the roof. 
 Mom and Dad then purchased five 
acres on Island 681 at a cost of $1,000. It 
had two modest cabins on it that needed 
some repair. They spent 10 years there 
all pre hydro, phone, internet etc. They 
were great times – simpler times.
 They then had the opportunity to 
purchase Island 684 from the Pfefller’s, 
which was right next door. This had a 
few more creature comforts – a real dock, 
indoor toilets, electricity etc. There Dor-
othy loved gardening, playing bridge, 

swimming, fishing, shore lunches and 
entertaining the neighbours.
 On one occasion Dorothy and Ralph 
had purchased a new boat. They had 
taken it to Temagami late on a Friday 
night and arrived after dark. In those 
days you had to come all the way from 
town 20 miles down the lake. So they 
started out but unfortunately ran out of 
gas half way to the cottage. They were 
drifting in the dark when a young couple 
came along and offered to take Dorothy 
on to the cottage. Dorothy accepted the 
ride and got in their boat leaving Ralph 
and the family cat. As Dorothy proceed-
ed along the other lady got out her flask 
and offered Dorothy a drink, which she 
gladly accepted. She got dropped at the 
Island and her son went back to rescue 
Ralph with gas – he and the family cat 
had drifted in to Broom Lodge. Just one 
of many, many Temagami stories.
 Dorothy was born in 1918 near Erin 
Ontario, a small community located 
about an hour northwest of Toronto. She 

-
sity of Toronto, where she met her future 
husband and she graduated in 1941 with 
a degree in Household Economics. At 
the age of 22 Dorothy and Ralph were 
married. They moved to Nobel where 
Ralph, a recent Chemical Engineering 
graduate, worked at a munitions factory 
supporting the war effort. There they ac-
quired the red canoe.
 They then moved to Port Credit 
when Ralph went to work for the Good-
year Tire and Rubber Company and 
Dorothy stayed home to raise their three 
children. Dorothy was a CGIT leader, an 
active member of the University Wom-
en’s Club and she and Ralph were very 
involved in the First United Church. 
 Dorothy and Ralph enjoyed winters 
in Daytona Beach. They had an op-
portunity to travel throughout Canada 
and internationally. Her favourite place 
however was “the island at Temagami”.
Dorothy passed away in July 2011 at the 
age of 92.

After being introduced to Temaga-
mi and island 981 in the early 80’s, by 
his wife Robin, John spent every sum-
mer visiting the lake until his untimely 
death in 2011.  He used to say that the 
most common greeting was ‘how long 
are you here for?” John appreciated ev-
ery moment on the lake and no matter 
how long he was there, it could have al-
ways been longer.  

John’s passions were enjoying time 
with his family, an evening paddle 
around the island and his square-stern 

canoe.  A summer 
visit was not com-
plete until he, 
Robin and their 
children, Jack 

motorized jour-
ney in the Peter-
borough up the 
North Arm on 
one of the many 
glass-lake days that 
are a part of the lake 

Temagami experience.  
 John’s relax-

ation included any 
type of project, 
splitting wood, 
building or fixing 
his dock, tinker-
ing with mo-
tors, fixing roofs, 
renovating the 

boathouse or en-
grossing himself in a 

book.  

 Being with his family was paramount 
to the summer vacation, but so were 
the moments he spent savoring a cold 
beverage or two with dear friends.  They 
loved John for his friendly greetings, 
warm smile, eager assistance and bbq 
skills.  
 John lived every moment fully.  Many 
lives will never be the same without him 
– but we know his presence will be felt 
and never forgotten.
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Temagami
Electrical
Services

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL & UTILITY CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

ECRA / ESA LICENCE #7001839MASTER ELECTRICIAN
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TEMAGAMI 
PETRO-CANADA

Open 6 a.m. daily 
(705) 569-3310

Temagami ON P0H 2H0

Video Rentals

Lotto 649

Ice Cream

Bus/Train Agent

Burgers PLUS
R E S T A U R A N T

LLBO

CAMP ADANAC 
TACKLE

 

Lance White 

On Temagami Island behind Deepwater Lodge.
Call TLA for directions.

Glen & Diane Toogood

6484 Highway 11 N, 
Temagami, Ont  P0H 2H0
gardenislandcanoe@ontera.net

705-569-2666

The Temagami Times
FULL PAGE ................................................$360.00
HALF PAGE ...............................................$225.00
THIRD PAGE ..............................................$180.00
QUARTER PAGE .........................................$140.00
EIGHTH PAGE ............................................$100.00
BUSINESS DIRECTORY ................................$60.00
(an extra 10% for a preferred position)

RECEIVE 10% OFF 
when you place your ad in 

3 ISSUES PER YEAR
(discount applied at the end of the year)

CALL (705) 237-8927
NEXT DEADLINE: MAY 1, 2012

PRODUCTION REQUIREMENTS
Please provide high resolution (min. 200 dpi @100%) pdf, tiff 

or jpeg files (Note: word documents are not acceptable) to: 
dawn@imaginusnorth.com or on CD by snail mail to the below 
address. If you require artwork we can provide it for you at an 
additional cost (min. $20.00 charge). Please call for a quote.

 Group Box 129, Temagami ON P0H 2H0

3 BEDROOM COTTAGE FOR RENT
Lake - (705) 237-8904 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
CALL US FOR OUR FULL LINE OF SERVICES

Helen Hall
Original Oil and Water Colour Paintings

New In-Home Studio 
268 Paddon Cres., New Liskeard 

705-647-4285

I hope to greet all my summer friends. Hailybury, Ontario
P0J 1K0

705 672-3520
Cell 705 676-6520

Commerical 
or Domestic 

FOR RENT

ISLAND WATERFRONT COTTAGE 
on Lake Temagami sleeps four. Fully 
appointed kitchen, two bathrooms, deck 
and dock. $800/week.  
http://www.martinva.com for details.

TEMAGAMI COTTAGE
3-bedroom cottage sleeps eight. 
Full season with large docks on a 
private island.     
http://grg.www2.onlink.net/843.htm
e-mail: grg@ontera.net    
CALL: 705-237-8904

NOTICES

Experienced Temagami/international 
cook seeking summer employment 
(private or camp). Familiar with lake/
boats. Local references available. 
Contact kaychornook@gmail.com

FOR SALE

HOTPOINT WASHER 
AND DRYER, $150 each, 
delivery available, pjh@ontera.net

2 Story Cottage, 30 x 50, LR w/wood-

7 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Screened 
Porch, 8x36 Dock, Insulated
200 amp,new Certified Septic, $375,000.
617-694-2670 or 705 237-8908
www.davidcmanning@aol.com

WANTED

OLD CANOES
Wanted to purchase - aluminum,  
canvas cedar strip (tripper or square 
stern for restoration project) and  
birch bark. Call Pete Calverley  
(905) 895 -7265.  

PATRON OF THE ARTS DESIRED 
Trading use of your cabin for new 
Temagami paintings, and more.
Established artist. 
Reply: patronofthearts@gmail.com

 

NOTICES
Classified ads are free for TLA members.  

Send to tla@onlink.net
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 Greetings and welcome dear friends, loyal customers and supporters! The year 2012 will be a tremendous one here at Temagami Marine. “Thoughts are things”. Everything starts with an idea. The idea is nurtured. A decision is made. Belief is entrenched and then the physical equivalent materializes. Many authors from Napoleon Hill (Think and Grow Rich) to Rhonda Byrnes (The Secret) tell us about this concept. This edition outlines some of the good news that has materialized as we move forward with the execution of the manage-ment driven initiatives. (The previous three editions can be found on our website).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  One of the benefits of having completely revamped our information systems this past fall is the creation of a WI-FI 

to stay in touch with their loved ones and/or the business world in the comfort of our main show room area. A computer, a 
to use your laptop, you will be most welcome to do so.  The showrooms will have been enhanced in order to properly display our new inventory. It will be easier to see, to touch, and to try the product while having information at your fingertips during your visit.
 What about the parts, accessories and service areas? The short answer is brighter, more cheerful and more conducive to providing the services you need. There will be a three-person team in that department. Bernie and Phil are attending service writers training in Alberta in early March. Phil will also assist in the parts department. The cross function focus and related training of team members will permit us to give you the full attention and support you deserve while in Temagami. Pictures of the above will be posted on our website as the improvements are completed. A significant announcement is the addition of our very own “Top Shop”. One half of the original Temagami Marine building has been completely refurbished and converted for this use. It is bright. It is clean. Two team members will be pleased to repair or fabricate new enclosures as a result of the training provided by the former contractor of 28 years, Wade. By the way, if you have a tent, an awning or other items that need repair and involve canvas, please bring them in; we will take care of you. This will simplify life since this service will now be available right in your neighborhood. We are presently seeking the addition of a talented person whose interpersonal skills make it a pleasure to have as a member of the team. If you are that person or know of one please contact us at 705-569-3221. The main service shop floor will have been recoated in a new, light grey epoxy finish that is friendly to the environment. We are examining lowering energy consumption through the installation of different lighting in our dealership. Many more initiatives are being considered on this front. It is an important building block of the enterprise. Perhaps the most exciting news is to confirm that the acquisition of the assets of Naden Boats was completed on De-cember 15th, 2011. I explained in the third edition of this paper the various reasons for this direction. One of the key ones is the provision of year round employment right here in our Community. It is amazing the talent that resides right here among us. People that have fabrication experience and WANT to work have submitted their resumes. Thank you to all of you. Our plant equipment installation is proceeding well.  The full existing line (6 models) will be produced and distributed through the Naden Dealer Network. Over thirty deal-ers already sell Naden boats to happy customers and this network will be expanded to fifty within one year. People will be able to purchase a Naden from a Pan Canadian dealership system.  I am most pleased with the feedback to date. Thirteen of the twenty-seven dealers have been personally contacted and that translated into orders for 200 boats in less than ten hours. That is a testament of the brand value of Naden Boats.  We will be announcing the “curb appeal” improvements in the near future (after all we have to keep some good news for the next edition!). Thank you for all your support during the process to bring this great opportunity to our Community. It is only when we band together that great potential materializes and I am most grateful on behalf of the employees for your kind words of encouragement and your support.

 It is going to be an exciting year around Temagami Marine. There is a theme of balance, of investing in our team mem-bers through training of all sorts, of investigating ways of lowering our energy consumption, of laying the proper foundation 
 We are excited for the future! Come and visit us at your earliest convenience and we will show you around. For those not on our e-mail list please request to be added by contacting us at 705-569-3221 or info@temagamimarine.com.
          Andre

Moving Forward

FIXED RIGHT FIRST TIME

“Fixed Right First Time” and 

“Quickly” are two maxims that are 

very important in this industry.  The 

boating season is short and people 

want to be on the water versus wait-

ing for repairs.  I am extremely pleased 

to report that a greater percentage of 

people in our trading area (we actively 

service customers on ten lakes) were 

back out on the water faster this year 

than in the previous four years of my 

tenure and that they enjoyed the great 

2011 summer weather.

 The reason for the above is simple.  

TM invested in improving its service 

team both in personnel and training 

of same.  We also followed up with in-

formal surveys (certainly our first!) by 

telephone.  Scheduling was improved.  

As a result, we were able to get people 

in and out, often on the same day. 

 One of the tasks I enjoy is passing on 

the accolades to the team members  

directly responsible for the effective 

and efficient service.  It builds strong 

relationships with you our supporters.

Ethanol Free, Premium Grade

 As you know, TM served “Ethanol Free, 

Premium Grade” gas this year.  One hundred 

percent of our customers, both resident and 

transient, have congratulated us on that move.  

 Engines ran better and people were confident 

in our approach.  Similarly, many followed our 

suggestions with respect to installing water 

separators and frankly, they noticed how our 

customers had no water related problems.  For 

those who did not pay attention to fuel supply 

and Ethanol in the gas we helped them with 

quick repairs.


