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Municipality of Temagami



3.0 Crown Land Policies

Crown land is owned by the Province of Ontario and is under the administration of the Ministry of Natural Resources.  The Ministry has the ultimate authority over the use of Crown land and the issuance of Land Use Permits, Letters of Authority, Licences of Occupation, Leases and Patents.  Through various Crown Land planning, resource management and land disposition processes, the Municipality has the opportunity to influence how Crown land is managed.  As well, and as enabled by Section 6(2) of the Planning Act, the Ministry before carrying out or authorizing any undertaking that the ministry considers will directly affect the municipality, shall consult with, and have regard for, the established planning policies of the municipality.
The alienation of Crown land by the Ministry of Natural Resources without consideration for the Municipal policies and standards that will subsequently apply to the land or for the administrative or financial capabilities of the Municipality may have a significant and potentially negative impact on the Municipality.

In carrying out its mandate, the Ministry of Natural Resources is encouraged to have regard for the policies of this Plan that have been the subject of extensive public consultation.  As a guide to the Ministry of Natural Resources, the following points are viewed by the Municipality as critical to the long-term implementation of the policies of this Plan:

· To harmonise, to the extent possible, Municipal objectives with the Teme-Augama Anishnabai and Temagami First Nation objectives.

· Proposed new lots or ‘use areas’ created through Patents, Land Use Permits, Leases or Letters of Authority or Licences of Occupation meet the minimum standards of the Zoning By-law and this Plan;

· Proposed new uses should be consistent with the policies in the relevant Neighbourhood Sections and General Policies, as set out in this Plan;

· The new lot or ‘use area’ can be serviced with approved water supply and it has been demonstrated that the lot can be serviced with Class IV sewage disposal systems;

· The new lots or ‘use areas’ that have water access obtain such access from an existing approved public access point, as identified in this Plan;

· Where access to the lot is by water, adequate long term parking and docking facilities shall be secured to the satisfaction of the Municipality;

· Where new lots or ‘use areas’ obtain access from roads across Crown land, the Ministry of Natural Resources should provide a right-of-way across Crown land or enter into an agreement with the lot owner permitting the use of Crown land for access and should advise the user of the Municipal policy that it will not provide or be responsible for access;

· The new lots will not result in the need for unnecessary and/or uneconomical expansion of infrastructure by the municipality; and

· The lots or ‘use areas’ conform to the standards of this Plan regarding the distance from public access points and the distance from other lots or ‘use areas’.

In addition, a plan should be provided to the municipality prior to the sale being approved.  The sketch should be to scale and should show existing boundaries and any adjacent features such as road allowances or water bodies to ensure the lot will meet the provisions of the Official Plan and Zoning By-law.  Prior to final sale, a draft survey plan should be submitted to the municipality for review.

Notwithstanding these statements, the Municipality recognises that the Temagami Land Use Plan for the Temagami Comprehensive Planning Area, MNR (1997) is the governing land use planning document for Crown land except in the geographic township of Sisk.  The Municipality will only consider an amendment to this Plan for Crown land areas, if the Ministry of Natural Resources first approves an amendment to the Temagami Land Use Plan (if required), the North Bay District Land Use Guidelines and the Ontario Lands for Life Land Use Strategy or any relevant resource management plan. 

It is acknowledged that new provincial parks and conservation reserves can be established by the Province of Ontario without the requirement for an official plan amendment or zoning by-law amendment and activity within these Crown Land areas is not subject to municipal site plan control.  MNR, however, will continue to work with the municipality to identify and address any concerns.

3.1
Municipal Objectives

The following objectives are intended to guide Municipal discussions with the Ministry of Natural Resources throughout MNR’s planning process with regard to Crown land, the creation of new access roads and lake access points, the issuance of land use permits and patents and the approval of amendments to the Temagami Land Use Plan to permit new development.  In addition, the MNR support for these objectives will ensure that the Municipality can respond to the MNR in a timely fashion on land use matters when called upon to do so.  It is the hope of the Municipality that no decision or decisions, either individually or cumulatively, be made that would compromise the ability of the Municipality to achieve these long-term objectives:

· To recognise and protect land with sensitive natural features;

· To protect the quality of lake water;

· To recognise and protect land with high potential for recreation, forestry and mining;

· To encourage the proper management of resources in order to minimise negative environmental impact;

· To harmonise, to the extent possible, municipal objectives with the Temagami First Nation and the Teme-Augama Anishnabai objectives;

· To conserve the wilderness or semi-wilderness character of the Municipality so that in the future everyone can enjoy the existing character of the Temagami area;

· To ensure that new development conforms to the provisions of this Plan and the implementing Zoning By-law;

· To ensure new development will contribute to the long term health and safety of the residents and the financial and economic well being of the municipality; and

· To establish a partnership between the Municipality and the MNR to co-ordinate their respective activities and policies to ensure effective and efficient administration of land. 

3.2
General Policies

The three land use designations in the TLUP represent an attempt to achieve a sustainable working balance between social, economic and environment concerns that enables the forest, mining, and recreation industries to achieve their goals in a sustainable way.  In addition, activities related to wildlife habitat management and the protection of fisheries habitat are permitted.  Activities to ensure the protection of natural and cultural heritage values or features and the promotion of cultural and heritage values or features and landscapes are also permitted.

These activities are essential contributors to the sustainability of the Temagami community.  While they are beyond the scope of Municipal jurisdiction, the Municipality must maintain an awareness of them in its decision making and use its influence with MNR when required.

All existing legal commercial recreational and tourism facilities and infrastructure are permitted and shall be recognised in this Plan and in the Zoning By-law.

3.2.1
Lake Access

With the exception of the Town Waterfront Access Point, all existing approved access points, as shown on Schedule C to this Plan, are on Crown Land.  Wherever desirable and affordable, the Municipality will work with the Ministry of Natural Resources to obtain appropriate tenure to approved lake access points.  The Municipality will pursue management agreements with the Ministry of Natural Resources for lake access points where neither a patent nor a land use permit can be secured.

3.2.1.1.
Existing Lake Access Points

Existing lake access points that are currently approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources and maintained by either the Ministry of Natural Resources or the Municipality of Temagami are identified on Schedule C to this Plan.  Additional lake access points are located throughout the Municipality however, they shall not be considered as approved for the purposes of this Plan.

Certain uses and facilities are permitted at the existing access points.  The uses or facilities permitted at each access point are dependent on the site characteristics of the individual access point.  The uses or facilities permitted include: 

· Camping (CP);

· Municipal maintenance (M);

· Commercial lodge pick up and retail deliveries (C);

· A large parking lot with multiple trailer ramps (AP1);

· A small parking lot with one trailer ramp (AP2);

· A small parking lot with no trailer ramp (AP3);

· Transit of industrial/building supplies (I);

· Sanitary facilities (S);

· Dockage (D);and 

· Garbage collection facilities (G).

The approved access points, as shown on Schedule C to this Plan, and the uses or facilities permitted at each are as follows:

· Finlayson Provincial Park

· AP1, CP, S, D

· Strathcona Road

· AP1, C, I, M, D

· Lake Temagami Access Road

· AP1, C, I, M, S, D, G

· Town Waterfront

· AP1, C, M, D, G

· Baie Jeanne

· AP2 (10 spaces), CP, S

· Cross Lake (subject to the conditions of settlement with the First Nation)

· M, AP2 (10 spaces)

· Rabbit Lake

· Southwest Bay, Houghton Landing  - AP2, C

· Lowell Lake Road, Camp 16  - AP2, CP

· Snake Island Lake

· Temagami Boat Livery – AP2, C, M

· Cassels Lake

· Northshore – AP2

· Red Cedar Lake

· Loon Bay, MTO maintained - AP1, C

· Hangstone Lake

· located in McCallum Township (outside of Municipality

· Marion Lake

· Marion Lake (150m south of gas station) - AP2

· Jumping Caribou Lake

· Raynor’s Road - AP3

· Marten River

· Marten River Provincial Park - AP1

· Herridge Lake

· Herridge Lake Access Point- AP2, D

· Wilson Lake

· Wilson Lake Access Point, north side of camp- AP3, D

Boat launching facilities should be designed to be functional and be as unobtrusive as possible.

Parking areas must be screened with a vegetative buffer from the main body of the lake.

Illegal access points are to be closed.

New snowmobile trails accessing Lake Temagami/Cross Lake are to be no wider than three (3) metres and zoned exclusively for winter snowmobile use.

No new private structures should be permitted.

No long term camping or overnight camping should be permitted.

3.2.1.2.
New Lake Access Points

Should consideration be given to the establishment of new public motorised lake access points in the Urban, Marten River, Matabitchuan and Backcountry Neighbourhoods, the following should be given full consideration:

· The need for the additional access point;

· The ability of the site to be developed without any significant visual impact;

· The potential for environmental impacts;

· The uses or facilities to be permitted; and

· The availability of existing municipal road accesses to the proposed access point.

If MNR grants approval for a new lake access point, the following policies shall apply:

· Approval by the Municipality of an amendment to this Plan; and

· Municipal approval of a detailed site plan.

No new public motorised road and/or access point should be permitted within 2 km of the shore of Lake Temagami and Cross Lake.
Existing gates are to be maintained and new ones installed to prevent new public access roads to Lake Temagami and Cross Lake.

3.3
Land Use Designations

Within the Municipality of Temagami, Crown land outside of provincial parks and the Urban Neighbourhood has been divided into three land use designations:

· Integrated Management Area

· Special Management Area

· Protected Area

These land use designations are consistent with the Land Use Zones identified in the Temagami Land Use Plan for the Temagami Comprehensive Planning Area prepared by the Ministry of Natural Resources.  The Municipality of Temagami supports the land use zones and policies in the Temagami Land Use Plan. The policies are intended to guide the Municipality’s discussions with MNR regarding the use of Crown land within the Municipality.

Each of the four Rural Neighbourhoods (Lake Temagami Neighbourhood, Marten River Neighbourhood, Matabitchuan Neighbourhood and Backcountry Neighbourhood) includes two or three of these land use designations, along with other land use designations that apply to patented, land use permits or leased land.

To assist the individual who has an interest in a specific parcel of land or area within a Neighbourhood, the policies governing Crown land in the Integrated Management, Special Management or Protected Areas have been repeated in each of the Neighbourhood sections.  In some instances, there are minor variations in the policies to reflect specific features or characteristics of the Neighbourhood.
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