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enVironmenTaL 
WaTer TesTing

2014
 This summer, the Temagami Lakes 
Association (TLA) continued with 
the environmental water-testing pro-
gram. The summer staff completed the spring round 
in May and June, while the summer round was com-
pleted in a single week in August. Some very long 
days were required both on the water and in the office 
to achieve this feat! Thanks to this hard work, good 
field results were collected, and compiled with previ-
ous rounds of data.
 The first finding we should discuss is the “Secchi 
depth”. This measurement is a determination of the 
point at which the Secchi disk becomes invisible due 
to turbidity – which depends on both floating nutri-
ents and phytoplankton presence. Secchi disk read-
ings for this summer were very good, and were com-
parable to past years. The spring average reading was 
6.8 metres, while summer Secchi depths averaged 7.4 
metres. By comparison, the 2012 spring and summer 
results were 6.5 and 7.9 metres, respectively. Differ-
ences in weather over the past three years affected 
these (and other) results, as freshwater biology dis-
plays strong seasonality.
 Spring was late to arrive on the lake this year; thus, 
the Secchi depth was deeper than previous years due 

to reduced time for the phytoplankton (algae) com-
munity to develop before spring sampling had to 
occur. Stratification (layering) of the water column 
ensues as we move into summer and limits the move-
ment of nutrients out of the bottom layers of the lake. 
These layers make up the region below the “thermo-
cline” (the transition zone between the mixed layer at 

the surface and the deep water layer) – which acts as 
a natural barrier due to its sharp change in tempera-
ture, and creates large differences in density. Accord-
ingly, the summer usually has low nutrient availability 
in the upper layers. 2014 was, however, a noticeably 
colder year than 2012, so reduced surface tempera-
tures allowed a greater number of phytoplankton to 
survive into the later summer, resulting in a reduced 
summer Secchi depth.
 Other important pieces of the puzzle include the 
water temperature and dissolved-oxygen profiles 
which are created from the sampling results. The 
spring temperature trend was colder than either of 
the two preceding years; however, the overall trend 
and difference in temperature at the thermocline was 
about the same. This summer was just slightly below 
the 2013 trend in the upper layers of the lake, yet 
so close that temperatures were nearly the same at 

depths beyond 10 metres. Despite the 
weather, this region of the thermocline 
and below showed nearly identical re-

sults to previous years.
 Dissolved oxygen is a different story. May 2013 
and May 2014 displayed very similar trends to one 
another, but the May 2012 trend is depressed com-
pared to both. The range of data in that sampling 
round was between 0.6 and 1.3 mg/L less than in the 
last two spring seasons throughout the water column. 
This was more pronounced in the surface layers and 
thermocline, and less so in the deeper water below. 
The summer trends were similar from the surface to 
a depth of 12 metres; then the 2014 curve showed a 
pronounced increase that neither of the previous two 
years had displayed. We are sure that the equipment 
was working properly (and it had been calibrated as 
described by the manufacturer); but, it is difficult to 
find an explanation for this increase. It may be due to 
a prolonged period of stratification or a possible return 
to mixing due to a very cold spell in mid-summer.
 In contrast, both the 2012 and 2013 trends were 
very similar to one another – surface readings were 
about 10 mg/L, a spike in dissolved oxygen was ex-
perienced in the thermocline due to phytoplankton 
activity, and the deeper waters recorded higher dis-
solved-oxygen levels than the surface (but less than 
the thermocline). Phytoplankton act like tiny plants 
and perform photosynthesis – usually in late spring to 
early summer. Although phytoplankton numbers are 
low in summer, the dissolved oxygen formed by pho-
tosynthesis is unable to leave the thermocline due to 
density differences; so even a small population has a 
dramatic impact. These dissolved oxygen results are 
promising, as the water is consistently more oxygen-
ated than required by any level of the freshwater food 
web.
 The final factor in this water-testing analysis (with 
ample data available) is phosphorus levels. For these 

Overall, Lake Temagami is in excellent 
shape. We are well on our way to 

establishing a very strong baseline of 
information, and the TLA’s environmental 

water monitoring has already lasted 
longer than most. 
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SkYLINe ReSeRve 
The mainland surrounding Lake Tema-
gami and Cross Lake is to be zoned as 
a landscape ecology zone to preserve the 
beauty, restore the integrity and preserve 
the wilderness aspect of the Temagami 
Forest. This ecology zone would consist 
of 2 reserves which would be protected 
from natural disturbance e.g. fire and  
insect infestation, but would have sepa-
rate management goals and prescriptions. 

The two reserves would be the following: 
1. Skyline: The Lake Temagami and 
Cross Lake reserves must protect any 
part of Lake Temagami or Cross Lake 
with no visual evidence to the naked eye 
that any activities such as timber cutting 
or mining have taken place. The mini-
mum dimension would be 200 metres. 
It would be preserved in its natural state 
and its permissible uses would be very 
limited. 

2. ecological Buffer Reserve: This 
would surround the skyline reserve to 
protect the natural forest and wildlife 
habitat ecosystems of the Temagami re-
gion. It would have a broader range of 
controlled activities but no new public 
roads would pass through it except in the 
village of Temagami. 

RoAD ACCeSS
The current ban on construction of new 
public road access points to Lake Tema-
gami and Cross Lake is supported by our 

three groups. We define the existing public 
road access points to consist of the village 
waterfront, Finlayson Park, Strathcona 
Landing and the Lake Temagami Access 
Road landings. We agree that, where 
possible, parking areas must be screened 
from the main body of the Lake. Shin-
ingwood Bay, Cross Lake, Austin Bay, 
Blue Bay and any other illegal access 
points are to be closed using scarification 
methods. Existing gates are to be main-
tained and new ones are to be installed to 

prevent new public access roads to Lake 
Temagami and Cross Lake. 

New ski-doo trails accessing Lake Tema-
gami/Cross Lake are to be no wider than 
ten feet and for winter ski-doo use only. 
Proposals for these access points to Lake 
Temagami and Cross Lake are to be re-
viewed and sites inspected by the new 
governing body prior to construction. 

MAINLAND DeveLoPMeNT 
There should be no mainland develop-
ment on Lake Temagami and Cross Lake 
with the exception of those potential lots 
immediately adjacent to the Township of 
Temagami that are able to be serviced by 
the Township’s central sewage treatment 
facility. All other future development  
will occur on islands, the number and 
location to be determined by the revised 
official plan which will be sensitive to  
current ecological standards. 
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 Here we are in 2015. Temagami, like many other small towns in 
Ontario, is striving to reinvent itself in the face of challenging eco-
nomic conditions. My hat goes off to Mayor Hunter and her govern-
ment as they address a myriad of issues with limited funds, all while 
balancing the concerns of a broad cross-section of people.
 In that mix is the Temagami Lakes Association (TLA). As 
the current President, I can tell you that the TLA has become much 
more than an organization that represents a group of cottagers. The 
Board of Directors consistently attracts very talented, hardworking, 
and concerned individuals. Although our mandate is to serve the 
members who elect us, there is not a decision made without tak-
ing every Temagami interest group into consideration. Our decisions 
cannot be made solely to meet short-term objectives, but must be 
made to try and reflect the vision of generations to come and protect 
the future of this special community.
 We all know that Temagami can get into your soul, and that is 
why some of our summer visitor and resident base come from so far 
away. We have lots to lose when the essence that is Temagami is 
discovered – as I believe everyone will appreciate our pristine en-
vironment, clean water, and the tranquility of this stunning place. 
Newcomers might desire changes which reflect their interpretation 
of “tranquility” and “stunning place”, and that may not coincide 
with our current vision.
 The TLA has been a fixture in the community for so long I fear 
that it is, at times, taken for granted. There is also a fear that the TLA 
and its Board could become complacent, rest on its laurels, and ap-
pear to be arrogant. That would diminish its relevance and possibly 
lead to its demise. The Board is, however, intent on becoming even 
more relevant in the community, and it continues to make changes 
that will encourage all generations to become more engaged.
 Here is some of the standard fare that occupies the Board’s time. 
While always working in the context of protecting the “Tenets 
for Temagami”, the Board has set up a number of committees that 
regularly monitor mainstream internal and external issues, such as:  
1. “Archives”; 2. “By Laws”; 3. “Communications”; 4. “Elections”; 
5. “Fish and Wildlife”; 6. “Membership and Events”; 7. “Planning”; 
8. “Protection of Persons and Property”; 9. “Taxes”; 10. “Municipal 
Issues”; 11. “Water Quality and Waste Disposal”; and, 12. “Seasonal 
Services and Operations” (staffing).
 Some specifics included within these categories are: forestry is-
sues, MNRF and Crown lands, creating partnerships with other enti-
ties to maintain trails, community docking, campsites and privies, 
TFN and TAA initiatives, as well as watershed issues.
 I hope that you are getting an idea of how much behind-the-
scenes work there is to be done on an ongoing basis.
 Assembling and publishing the Temagami Times is always a high 
priority and is a very expensive and time-consuming job. The pro-
cess includes soliciting relevant and topical articles and research that 
should be of interest to all people using the lake, soliciting advertis-
ing to offset some of the expense, and soliciting stories and pictures. 
Of course, after that, the paper must be professionally laid out and 
then distributed. The TLA is very proud to pay for, and create, this 
important conduit where everybody can have a voice and express 
their opinions. The Times is made available for free to the member-
ship, visitors to the area, and the Temagami community as a whole. 
The TLA also maintains an electronic copy, which is available  
on its website.

 For a community such as Temagami, fish, wildlife, water qual-
ity and all other environmental issues are of paramount importance. 
That is the reason why the TLA invested in expensive, specialized 
equipment to measure and monitor water quality. We are most for-
tunate to have a leading specialist in our midst, Dr. Murray Rich-
ardson, who is donating his time and guiding us through a process 
which includes specific training to implement the testing program, 
analyze the samples, interpret the results, and take action with any 
issues that may arise. We hope that this is just the beginning and that 
we will be able to set up other programs to monitor and sustain our 
environment at the highest levels.
 As you can imagine, expanding and maintaining these initia-
tives is a very expensive proposition; so the Board has created an 
independent, charitable organization that will be able to issue tax 
receipts. The incorporated entity is called “TERAS” – an acronym 
for Temagami Environmental Research and Stewardship. You 
can read more about it on page 12 of the Fall 2014 issue of the Times.
 As I indicated earlier, the TLA wants to grow and become more 
relevant and, in that regard, the Directors have created a new web-
site. It is, and will continue to be, a work in progress for some time. 
We want it to be interactive – for example, if you click on a spot on 
our map, it will give you the water-quality testing results for that 
area. If you click on a marked campsite, it will detail the amenities 
(e.g., quantity of tent sites, privies, etc.).
 We also hope to catalogue the numerous useful articles and re-
search results in the Times so that they will be available with a simple 
search of the website.
 In an effort to engage the younger generations, we intend to take 
advantage of various social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter. 
There is already a blog set up to share news, stories, and pictures. It 
will take time to reach a “mature” stage in this regard, so please be 
patient.
 The Board is well aware of some criticisms and takes them seri-
ously. We know that traits such as complacency, arrogance, or a sense 
of entitlement can undermine the effectiveness of an organization. 
We encourage everyone to bring any comments directly to the TLA 
so that they can be addressed head on in an open and transparent 
manner. Criticisms levelled in forums where the TLA has no oppor-
tunity to respond tend to stifle dialogue and prevent us from reaching 
everyone’s goal for a beautiful, healthy Lake Temagami.   
 There is also a segment of very talented, smart, and successful 
people who have left the TLA because of one incident or a personal 
disagreement. I invite and urge all of these people to rejoin the TLA, 
as they cannot influence or contribute to the full community from 
the sidelines. I make this statement with a strong feeling that the 
greatest challenges for the community to come together and flourish 
lie ahead.  
 Remember, this Board welcomes all ideas and comments – be 
they positive or negative. Please feel free to contact me or any of 
the Board members directly. Contact information is on the website 
under the tab labelled “TLA Business”.
 All the best in the New Year and happy 2015.

Gerry Kluwak,
Island 758

President’s Letter ––––––––
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readings, we collected water samples and sent them to the Trent University field lab 
in Dorset, Ontario after each round of testing. This year’s results averaged 2.6 μg/L 
(micrograms per litre) at the Secchi depth, and 3.5 μg/L at 75% of the total depth. 
This is actually a bit lower than the total phosphorus recorded in either 2012 or 2013, 
and it may be attributed to unusual 
weather patterns.
 It is more important, however, to 
note that phosphorus is unlikely to 
be the same from year to year, and 
that differences in seasons from one 
year to the next play a much greater 
role in affecting readings than iso-
lated weather events. This is the pur-
pose of long-term testing – to build 
a baseline of data that accounts for 
yearly changes, and to which we 
could compare future water quality, 
in order to determine whether or not 
any significant changes occur over 
time. For now, it is fair to say that we 
have not seen any.
 The newest “historical phosphorus 
levels” graph we have produced shows 
a line that indicates no pronounced 
changes over the last 10 years. This is 
an excellent result; other lakes have 
not been so lucky. For this reason, 
it is important that everyone in the 
lake community continue to make an effort to: use only phosphate-free soap prod-
ucts; avoid phosphate-containing fertilizers; ensure that greywater leaching pits are in 
compliance with Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change regulations; 
and, update septic tanks to avoid leaching effluents with high phosphate content into 
the water. This latter factor can be the most significant input of phosphorus into the 
lake, and it is for this reason that the TLA encourages updating septic tanks installed 
before about 1982. At this time, steel tanks were used, and most of these tanks have 

rusted through in the thirty years that have passed. The current standard for septic 
tanks requires the use of high-quality plastic that does not rust or degrade, and ensures 
that no excess phosphorus enters a healthy lake ecosystem that is so precious and 
increasingly rare.
 Finally, we would like to examine a new initiative in the TLA’s testing routine. For 
the first time this past August, samples were collected from the water surface and top 
level of the thermocline to test for “chlorophyll a”. These samples were then filtered 
back at the TLA headquarters building using a vacuum pump, and sent to Carleton 

University with Dr. Murray 
Richardson to determine the con-
centration of chlorophyll a which 
was present. This information is 
very valuable, as chlorophyll a is a 
more direct measure of the phyto-
plankton present in the lake eco-
system than phosphorus content, 
dissolved oxygen, or turbidity (all 
of which are considered indirect 
measures). Specifically, chloro-
phyll a concentration tells us how 
much phytoplankton IS present 
in Lake Temagami, whereas phos-
phorus measurements tell us how 
much phytoplankton SHOULD 
BE present (based on standards 
developed over many years due 
to phosphorus requirements in 
relation to phytoplankton com-
munity size). While the results 
are not yet available to be pub-
lished, you can look forward to 
learning more about chlorophyll 

and reading about our results in a future issue of the Times.
 Overall, Lake Temagami is in excellent shape. We are well on our way to estab-
lishing a very strong baseline of information, and the TLA’s environmental water 
monitoring has already lasted longer than most. We are taking the next step by in-
corporating chlorophyll a measurements into our program – the monitoring of which 
is completed by only a limited number of lake associations. We look forward to what 
the future holds for our environmental monitoring program.

environmental  
Water Testing 2014 continued from page 1

Historical Phosphorus Levels for Lake Temagami (graph by Diana Van Vlymen, et al.)
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    The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is responsible 
for monitoring the abundance and health of fish populations in the lakes and riv-
ers across Ontario. From May to September 2014, MNRF researchers collected 
information on fish species, water quality, and invasive species in Lake Temagami 
and approximately 140 other lakes in the province.
 The broad-scale monitoring program was designed to examine the current and 
changing state of fisheries across Ontario. This time frame involved year two of 
a second, five-year cycle to collect information for fisheries management. This 
data will be used by biologists to evaluate the health of fish populations and make 
management decisions for “Fisheries Management Zones” 8, 10, and 11.
 In 2012, MNRF science staff completed the first five-year cycle of the broad-
scale monitoring program. Nearly 630 lakes were sampled across the province. 
This assessment, and past individual lake assessments from the “2009 FMZ 11 
Broad-Scale” work, can be found online via the “Fish ON-Line” tool. MNRF 
broad-scale monitoring was last conducted on Lake Temagami in 2009. Some 
lakes that were sampled in the first cycle will be resampled, and new lakes will be 
added to the program.
 The MNRF sampling technique involves the use of large- and small-mesh nets. 
These are held in place by orange buoys which are clearly marked with the Gov-
ernment of Ontario logo. Nets are checked and moved daily to new locations.

 Data collected by MNRF researchers provides their biologists with valuable 
information about abundance, age structure, mortality, and maturity of different 
types of fish in a given lake. This data is then used to evaluate the health of fish 
populations in the lake and make management decisions.
 The number of fish caught and sampled represents a very small percentage of 
the total population in a lake. As resource managers responsible for the ongoing 
sustainability of these fish populations, MNRF scientists and staff are sensitive to 
the number of fish collected; but strongly believe this approach is necessary to 
acquire the information needed to responsibly manage this resource.
 For more information on Ontario’s aquatic resources, angling opportunities, 
and fisheries monitoring techniques, check out www.ontario.ca/travel-and-recre-
ation/fishing. In addition, further details about “Fisheries Management Zone 11” 
are included on the TLA website (http://tla-temagami.org/environment/ fish-and-
wildlife/fisheries-management-zone-11/) and in the MNRF’s “Broad-Scale Fisher-
ies Monitoring Bulletin” (https://tlacares.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/lakebulle-
tinsreport-en-lake_temagami-zone11-cycle1-2008-17-5700-52061.pdf)

Source: Ministry of natural resources and forestry

Broad-scale fisheries monitoring Program involves Lake Temagami
By Dave (Chip) Kittredge

Graph results are from the 2009 broad-scale fisheries monitoring effort in Lake Temagami.   
(graphs from the Ministry of natural resources and forestry)
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    Freeze-up went well this winter, with snowmobile access between the landing 
and Bear Island possible around Christmas time. The rest of us were able to access 
other islands early in the New Year.
 Property patrols began on January 17, and I experienced difficult travel 
through slush in Shiningwood Bay and around the South Arm. Mechanical is-
sues with my snowmobile, however, delayed the rest of the visits until repairs 
could be made.
 Patrols resumed the third weekend in January – in extremely cold weather 
with wind chill temperatures in the -30° C range. Once again, though, mechani-
cal problems (in this case, a blown piston) delayed the process. Thanks to the 
support of Jason at JB’s Small Engines in Temagami, I was able to proceed on a 
“loaner” machine while he repaired mine.
 Finally, with the help of travel partners Nelson Bilyk and John Healy, I was 
able to journey around the entire lake and have a look at TLA member proper-
ties. Blowing snow, cold temperatures, and slush continued to make the days 

challenging; but, when the sun did show itself on our final day, we agreed that we 
were quite lucky to be able to travel the lake in such a winter-wonderland type of 
view-scape.
 Our inspection of over 124 properties found no evidence of break-ins this 
month – which is very good news after last year’s occurrences.
 Lake trout season opened on February 15 and continues to March 16 (when 
the seasons for both lake trout and walleye come to an end). The ever popular 
“Ling Fling” was also held this year on Sunday February 15. As there were good 
ice-travelling conditions when this report was written, we looked forward to an-
other successful event in support of the Temagami Fish Hatchery.

SAfe Drinking WAter:
 During the summers of 2013 and 2014, the      
Timiskaming Health Unit (THU) worked with 
the Temagami Lakes Association (TLA) to offer 
drinking-water sampling services to Lake Temaga-
mi property owners. The program will be provided 
again in the summer of 2015, and will once more 
be free of charge. If you have any questions or con-
cerns regarding the results of your samples, you can 
call the THU and speak with an inspector. Water 
sample submission days will be provided at a later 
date.
 Remember that lake water may look, smell, and 
taste clean, but any surface water is subject to con-
tamination. Your treatment system requires ongo-
ing maintenance – so, refer to the manufacturer’s 
instructions, and maintain your system, to ensure 
safe drinking water. The effect of improper opera-
tion and maintenance of septic systems can extend 
beyond your property and affect the health of other 
individuals and the natural environment. 

Do You HAve A “HigH riSk”  
SeptiC SYSteM? 
 Was your septic system installed prior to 1982? 
Before 1982 the installation of steel septic tanks 
was the standard practice. These tanks are now pro-
hibited under the “Ontario Building Code Act”, as 
steel tanks will rust and leak over time. 
 Do you have a record of your septic system? It 
is likely that no permit was ever issued; therefore, 
there is no way of knowing whether or not the sys-
tem was installed properly and can be considered 
safe. If this is the case, you need to replace it. 

SAnitArY SurveYS:
 How do you know that your septic system is safe? 
To determine this, sanitary surveys are available 
through the THU. An inspection is conducted to 
ensure your system is functioning properly and to 
determine whether or not it is in accordance with 
the building code.

 Septic systems can contaminate drinking water 
supplies and other surface waters if they are not 
being maintained properly, are malfunctioning, 
or were installed incorrectly. Under the “Ontario 
Building Code Act”, a sewage system is considered 
unsafe if it is not maintained or operated in accor-
dance with the Act and the building code.
 A permit price schedule can be found on the 
THU website under “Sewage System Permits – 
Schedule of Fees (R-3a-LC)” at: www.timiskamin-
ghu.com/content.aspx?content_id=730. A sanitary 
survey costs $96.00 – the price of which counts to-
wards a reduction in the “Use Permit” fees for a new 
septic system. Travel will have to be arranged with 
our land control officer. 

unSAfe SeptiC SYSteMS:
 Your septic system may be unsafe if the following 
conditions occur around the house or cottage:

 Unsafe septic systems can impact property val-
ues. Leaks from septic systems can also cause weeds 
and algae to grow in lakes and ponds. We have seen 
an increase in the incidence of “blue-green algae” 
(BGA) blooms, which can pose a concern if the 
toxin produced by BGA is ingested. Home treat-
ment systems may not remove these toxins and can 
become easily overwhelmed or clogged if your wa-
ter comes from a surface-water intake in the area 

near a bloom. Reducing the amount of phosphorus 
and nitrogen entering the water can reduce the oc-
currence of algal blooms. 

our environMent:
 Lake Temagami is a beautiful community and 
home to many residents and cottagers who enjoy 
the lake not only for recreational activities, but as 
their source of drinking water, as well. According to 
a recent THU survey, 75% of respondents’ drink-
ing water comes from the lake, and about 50% of 
respondents have a “class 4” septic system. Of those 
respondents, 55% have not had their septic system 
inspected because it “seemed to be” working fine. 
It is, however, the property owner’s responsibility 
to ensure a septic system is functioning, and being 
maintained properly on a regular basis.
 Septic systems that are in good working order 
help reduce the risk of drinking water contamina-
tion – both to your water supply and that of your 
neighbours. Septic systems should be checked every 
three to four years and pumped when required. By 
adhering to these guidelines, and working together, 
you can keep your community beautiful and safe.
 For further information, contact the Timiska-
ming Health Unit in New Liskeard by phone at 
705-647-4305 or 1-866-747-4305. Details on 
the following topics can be found at these websites:
Blue-green Algae: www.ontario.ca/environment-
and-energy/blue-green-algae
Building Code Act: www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/
statutes/english/elaws_statutes_92b23_e.htm
Building Code regulations: 
www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_
regs_120332_e.htm.

 

Property Patrol report for 
January 2015
By Peter Healy

a message from the 
Timiskaming heaLTh UniT

• The grass over the system may become  
 unusually green or spongy to walk on.

• Toilets, showers, and sinks may take  
 longer to drain.

• Occasional sewage odours may become  
 noticeable – often after a rainfall.

• You may see grey or black liquids 
 surfacing in your yard or backing up   
 through plumbing fixtures into the house.

$40 ($10 discount for TLA members)  

Now Available 

Temagami 
Lakes  
associaTion: 
The Life and Times of a 
Cottage Community
Available at the TLA building, 
the Annual General Meeting,
and TLA events.

mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
http://www.timiskaminghu.com/content.aspx?content_id=730
http://www.timiskaminghu.com/content.aspx?content_id=730
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/blue-green-algae
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/blue-green-algae
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_92b23_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_92b23_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_regs_120332_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_regs_120332_e.htm
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Ontario Biodiversity 
summit

May 19 to 22, 2015
niagara falls, ontario

 Join hundreds of people and participate in this 
Summit – the first of its kind in Ontario – to learn 
more about the state of biodiversity in our prov-

ince and what we are doing to protect it. Hear from engaging and informative 
speakers, learn about best practices from around the world, and share ideas to help 
focus future conservation efforts.
 The diverse program will focus on how to “Engage People”, “Reduce Threats”, 
“Enhance Resilience”, and “Improve Knowledge” via concurrent sessions, keynote 
speakers, networking events, a poster session and exhibit hall, and field-trip activi-
ties on Friday May 22, 2015 – the “International Day for Biological Diversity”.

For more information, please visit the event website at: 
www.ontariobiodiversitysummit.ca

Preselection & ordering available. 

+ potting & top soil, mulch, fertilizers, manure & other organic amendments 

Reina Leudke   Island 212-44   www.BloomsNLoons.ca   Reina@BloomsNLoons.ca   705.237.8777   

Super Blooms
Offering annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, planters, tomatoes, vegetables,  
organic herbs, beautiful fresh-cut bouquets & arrangements.

Farm Fresh Produce
Your local shop for seasonal Ontario grown fruit & vegetables, 
fully available by pre-order with limited in-store selections.

Weekender Blooms Basket
Take the worry out of going away — save water, time & money  
with a 1.5 gallon water reservoir, overflow features & more!

Flowers at the Hub of Lake Temagami
Blooms ‘n loons

Quality Gift Items 
& Casual Clothing at 

Affordable Prices

Canadiana 
• 

Gifts 
• 

Souvenirs

Many Thanks... 

By Jane Macdonald, Island 661

 i would like to let everyone know how three young men came to my rescue in July 

when i fell and broke my leg. Allister and Andrew Avard, and their friend Logan, were 

helping me with odd jobs at our cabin. They were almost finished when i fell. They 

summoned help and went right to work treating my injury. They got their parents 

and Hilton Young to the island. everyone pitched in to make phone calls, and locate 

bandages and ice, etc.

 The young men were headed on a shopping trip to new Liskeard, so i asked for 

a ride to the hospital. Hilton took us to the landing, and the helpers drove me to the 

hospital and came back after shopping to check on me before returning to the lake. 

They did a great job on my “fix-it” list, and i would be happy to have them back again.

 i am now fully recovered and looking forward to next summer at the cabin. 

Thank you.

(Editor note: Allister, Andrew, and Hilton are all TLA members.)

http://www.tla-temagami.org
http://www.ontariobiodiversitysummit.ca
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Evans, Bragagnolo & Sullivan LLP

B a r r i s t e r s  a n d  s o l i c i t o r s

Ted Tichinoff

Paul Bragagnolo

Theodore R. Byck

Tyler W. Vibert

Marco Frangione

Will Van Bridger

Nancy Cooper

Graham Jenner

Carly Stringer

Mark Marinig

Fran Stefanic

Amelie Pelletier

HAileyBuRy OFFiCe:
 

488 Ferguson Avenue
P.O. Box 490

Haileybury, ON  
P0J 1K0

Tel: (705) 672-3338
Toll Free: 1-877-672-3338

–––––––––––––––––––

TiMMiNS OFFiCe:
 

120 Pine Street South
Timmins, ON  

P4N 2K4

Tel: (705) 264-1285
Toll Free: 1-877-264-1285

www.ebslawyers.com

 The current cottage-owning generation is ap-
proaching or past retirement age. Discretionary 
income that is available for cottage expenses is 
decreasing, while cottage ownership costs (e.g., 
taxes, utilities, compliance with environmental 
regulations, septic system upgrades, maintenance, 
repairs) are increasing. Financial planning and the 
prioritization of resources is critical to enable this 
generation of owners to afford to retain the cottage 
for the next generation.
 Today’s successor generation is, in most instanc-
es, less able to afford to buy a new cottage (or af-
ford sole ownership of any cottage property). For 
many, the only viable cottage-owning opportunity 
for themselves and their children is to preserve the 
existing cottage in the family through the sharing 
of usage and costs with siblings and/or other fam-
ily members. In situations 
where family cottages are 
shared by multiple-sibling 
families, inevitable differ-
ences and disputes may oc-
cur, which places the con-
tinued survival of the family 
cottage at risk following the 
succession.
 Most cottagers wish to 
pass along their cottage properties to the next gen-
eration; however, many are not aware of the ob-
stacles that must be overcome to ensure a realistic 
chance of keeping the cottage in the family. These 
impediments include the following:

 • Because of changes to the “Income Tax Act”, 
  many cottages will have to be sold by 
  executors upon the death of the owners 
  simply to pay decades of accumulated 
  capital-gains tax liability.
 • A child’s separation or divorce may result 
  in the cottage being sold to satisfy the 
  financial demands of the divorcing in-law.
 • A health crisis that causes mental incapacity,  
  such as a stroke or Alzheimer’s disease, may  
  result in the government forcing a sale of 
  the cottage.
 • Differences between the children’s incomes  
  and expectations may cause so much 
  family conflict that the cottage is sold by 
  the children themselves within a few years 
  of inheriting. 
 In order for these and other obstacles to be avoided, 
careful attention must be paid to the provisions in your 
Will for how and where your assets will be bestowed. 
Further information on how to protect an heir’s inter-
ests can be found at: www.lbghlaw.com/wills.
 The three principal challenges in planning for 
family cottage succession are:

1. paying the “Capital gains tax”: 
 This tax must be paid when the cottage is sold 
or transferred – either during the parents’ lifetimes 
or after their deaths. Although the federal govern-
ment recently reduced the impact of this tax, it can 
still cost tens of thousands of dollars, and many 
families are forced to sell the cottage as a result.
 Prior to 1992, every individual could take ad-

vantage of a “Capital Gains Tax” exemption of 
$100,000. This meant that if a husband and wife 
bought a cottage for $50,000 it could pass, upon 
their deaths, to their children without being taxed 
– even if it had increased in value to $250,000.
 After changes to the “Income Tax Act” in 1992 
and 1995, the “Capital Gains Tax” exemptions were 
first cut back, and then terminated. Currently, pass-
ing that same cottage to the children could trigger 
over $75,000 in “Capital Gains Taxes”, which must 
be paid by the estate. In many cases, this huge cost 
may leave the children little choice but to sell the 
cottage to raise sufficient funds to pay the tax.
 Many people elected to use special provisions in 
the 1995 budget to minimize this potential prob-
lem. If you were one of these fortunate and far-
sighted people, then you should seriously consider 

transferring the cottage 
to the children now. This 
will permit the cottage to 
reach the next generation 
with the fewest “Capital 
Gains Tax” consequences. 
It also means that pay-
ment of future “Capital 
Gains Tax” liability can be 
deferred for a generation 

(i.e., for the lifetime of your children).
 If you do not wish to transfer the cottage to the 
children now, then you must give serious consider-
ation to funding the “Capital Gains Tax” liability 
through other assets or, perhaps, insurance.
 What is certain is that “Capital Gains Tax” liabil-
ity is one of the most serious obstacles to passing the 
cottage on to your children. This financial problem 
will only get worse as time goes by. One of the first 
steps parents should take in planning family, cottage 
continuity is to obtain advice and make decisions to 
deal with this potentially-disastrous problem.

2. keeping the Cottage going: 
 This challenge involves working out how the 
beneficiaries (e.g., siblings) will agree to use and 
operate the cottage. Among the questions to be an-
swered are: Can any beneficiary use the cottage any 
time, or will there be periods of exclusive use? Who 
will open and close the cottage? Who makes sure 
the bills are paid? Who decides if improvements 
or additions are to be made? When a beneficiary 
dies, does her/his share of the cottage pass to her/
his spouse and/or children, or does ownership con-
tinue with the surviving beneficiaries only? With-
out good answers to these questions, many cottages 
become a source of family strife, not pleasure.

3. Managing expenses: 
 The third challenge involves the financial status 
of the beneficiaries – who usually have different finan-
cial resources and abilities. Expenses are inevitable 
– whether it’s replacing the septic system, paying the 
municipal taxes, or repairing the cottage roof. If some 
of the beneficiaries can’t afford to contribute their fair 
share, then conflict and stress are also inevitable.
 Stay tuned for more information in “Cottage Suc-
cession – Part 2”, which will appear in the Summer 
2015 issue of the Temagami Times. Several planning 
steps to address the challenges listed above will be ex-
plored in detail.

Source: Peter Lillico of Lillico Bazuk Galloway 
Halka (Barristers and Solicitors)
Note: Peter Lillico’s law practice is located 
in Peterborough, ontario and is concentrated 
in the areas of “estate Planning”, “Business 
and Corporate Law”, and “Real estate”. 
More information on “cottage succession” 
can be found on his law firm’s website at: 
www.lbghlaw.com.

cottage succession – Part 1

Most cottagers wish to pass along 
their cottage properties to the next 
generation; however, many are not 
aware of the obstacles that must 
be overcome to ensure a realistic 

chance of keeping the cottage 
in the family.

mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
http://www.lbghlaw.com/wills
http://www.lbghlaw.com
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Pauline Lockhart
Sales Representative 

lockhart@c21temagami.net
 Home: 705-569-4603   

Barry Graham
Sales Representative 

barry@c21temagami.net
Home: 705-569-2633

Blue Sky Region Realty Inc. Brokerage

c21bluesky.com

705-569-4500
www.c21temagami.net

705-237-8803

TGC Propane Sales & Service
Gas Delivery

TSSA# 76638945

2015 TLA 
summer sTudenT JOBs  

EMPLOYER:  temagami Lakes Association (tLA)
position:   Students (2) - Environmental 
  Monitoring, Maintenance, 
  and Administration 
Location:   Lake Temagami, Ontario   
Job term:   Approximately 15 weeks 
Anticipated Start date:   May 11th, 2015
Wage:   $13 - $15/hr depending on education 
  and experience.  
Schedule:   35hrs/week, some weekends required.  

JoB DeSCription/DutieS:
   
• Implement the TLA’s Water Quality Monitoring program, 
 including collection of field data and lake water samples, 
 distribution and liaison with laboratories, and reporting on results.  
• Assist with the management and operations of the TLA 
 Headquarters Building, which provides services and products to  
 members. Operate TLA marine radio and communications 
 services as well as other administrative duties. 
• Coordinate the TLA’s Campsite Clean-up Program, including  
 performing campsite and hiking trail maintenance, installation  
 of privy toilets, and the development of a map and recreational  
 user info.    
• Assist with other environmental stewardship initiatives and  
 membership events as required.  
• Undertake administrative tasks, TLA property maintenance, 
 and projects as required.

QuALifiCAtionS:
 
• Currently enrolled (or recently graduated) in a related field of  
 study from a recognized university or college.  
• Experience working outdoors and performing environmental  
 field work.  
• Experience collecting and analyzing water quality samples 
 an asset.  
• Knowledge and interest in water chemistry, biology, outdoor  
 recreation, and environmental issues.   
• Excellent communications skills including the ability to clearly  
 operate marine radios, provide excellent customer service to  
 members, and write technical reports.  
• Possess a “Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card” and have experience  
 operating boats and outboard motors.
• Knowledge and experience boating on Lake Temagami an asset.  
• Experience with hand and power tools an asset.  
• Valid First Aid and CPR certification an asset.   

 please submit resume and covering letter to 
 peter Healy, executive Secretary, at: tla@onlink.net.
 
 n.B., this notice was previously sent to all tLA members 
 via e-mail. Late submissions will, however, be accepted as the  
 hiring process has not yet been completed.
 
 References will be requested of those candidates 

selected for interviews.

http://www.tla-temagami.org
mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
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    Ontario is taking action to protect communities 
from invasive species through prevention, early de-
tection, rapid-response, and eradication strategies. 
Accordingly, the province has re-introduced the pro-
posed “Invasive Species Act, 2014” which, if passed, 
will protect the natural environment from invasive 
species and the significant social, environmental, 
and economic costs they pose for Ontarians.

 If passed, the Act would:

 • give Ontario the tools to ban activities such  
  as possessing and transporting certain invasive 
  species;
 • allow the government to intervene earlier and  
  enable rapid-response actions – including 
  working with partners to stop an invasive 
  species from spreading (e.g., by preventing 
  the movement of contaminated firewood);   
 • help promote compliance through 
  inspection and enforcement measures.

 Facts about the “Act”: 
 • If passed, the “Invasive Species Act” would 
  position Ontario as the first, and only, 
  jurisdiction in Canada to enact stand-alone,  
  invasive species legislation.
 • Globally, invasive species costs to the 
  environment, agriculture, and communities  
  (including control costs) are estimated to be  
  $1.4 trillion – the equivalent of five per-cent  
  of the global economy and seven times the cost  
  of natural disasters.
 • Do your part by reporting invasive species   
  sightings. Call the “Invading Species Hotline”  
  at 1-800-563-7711 or send an e-mail to 
  info@invadingspecies.com. 

 • Download the free “EDDMapS” app to identify   
  and report invasive species from your smart phone.  
  Learn more by reading up on the Federation of  
  Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA)   
  “Aquatic Invasive Plant Monitoring Program”

at: http://foca.on.ca/foca-aquatic-invasive-spe-
cies-monitoring-program

 Why are invasive species a problem? 
 Biodiversity is under serious threat as a result 
of human activities. The most significant dangers 
worldwide are: population growth and resource con-
sumption; climate change and global warming; habi-
tat conversion and urbanization; over-exploitation of 
natural resources; and, environmental degradation. 
Invasive, alien species are also a significant threat to 
the biodiversity of Ontario’s marine and terrestrial 
environments.
 To address some of these issues, the “Convention 
on Biological Diversity” (CBD) – an international 
agreement – was adopted at the “Earth Summit” in 
Rio de Janeiro, in 1992. It has three main objectives:
 1. to conserve biological diversity (biodiversity);
 2.  to use biological diversity in a sustainable way;  
  and,
 3. to share the benefits of biological diversity 
  fairly and equitably.
 The CBD was negotiated under the guidance of 
the United Nations and was signed by more than 
150 government leaders at the “Earth Summit” (of-
ficially named the “United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development”). The “Conven-
tion” is now one of the most widely-ratified inter-
national treaties on environmental issues, with 194 
member countries.
 In Ontario, the conservation of our biodiversity is 

guided by the “Ontario Biodiversity Strategy”, 2011. 
The FOCA provided input to the initial strategy 
(which was launched in 2005).

Sources: international union for conserva-
tion of nature, Ministry of natural resourc-
es and forestry, and federation of ontario 
cottagers’ associations

invasive species act for ontario

Invasive Silver Carp (photo by Ted Lawrence,  
Great Lakes Fishery Commission)

lynxtreecare@gmail.com

• Pruning 
• Removals
• Storm Damage
• Hedge Trimming 
• Cabling & Bracing

Over 16 years of experience.

(705) 622-2405

Fully Insured

mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
mailto:info%40invadingspecies.com?subject=
http://foca.on.ca/foca-aquatic-invasive-species-monitoring-program
http://foca.on.ca/foca-aquatic-invasive-species-monitoring-program
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 Thin ice is responsible for many fatalities each 
year. A person who has fallen through the ice into 
cold water will quickly develop hypothermia (a de-
crease in body temperature) – which can be fatal, as 
it reduces one’s ability to swim or stay afloat. S/he 
may also die of cardiac arrest if not rescued and re-
warmed promptly.
 Factors affecting ice thickness (and, therefore, its 
safety) include location, the time of year, and other  
environmental factors, such as:
 • water depth
 • size of the water body
 • proximity to currents, tides, and other 
  moving water
 • the presence of chemicals (including salt)
 • fluctuations in water levels
 • the presence of logs, rocks, and docks 
  (which absorb and radiate heat from the sun)
 • changing air temperature
 • shock waves from vehicles traveling on the 
  ice surface

ice Colour:
 The colour of ice may be an indication of its 
strength. Clear, blue ice is the strongest type, while 
white, opaque ice (snow ice) is a weaker variety. 
Opaque ice is formed by wet snow that has frozen 
onto the ice. Grey ice is also unsafe, and typically 
indicates the presence of water.

ice thickness:
Ice thickness should be a minimum of:
 • 10 cm (4 inches) for ice fishing, walking, or   
  cross-country skiing
 • 12 cm (5 inches) for one snowmobile or ATV
 • 20 to 30 cm (8 to 12 inches) for one car or   
  one small pick-up truck
 • 30 to 38 cm (12 to 15 inches) for one 
  medium truck

Strategies for Staying Safe on the ice:
 1. Check conditions with local authorities before  
  heading out onto the ice.
 2.  Stay away from unknown ice.
 3. Avoid travelling on ice at night.
 4. Wear a thermal-protection buoyant suit – to   
  increase your chances of survival if you fall   
  through the ice. If you do not have one, wear  
  a lifejacket/PFD over an ordinary snowmobile  
  suit or layered winter clothing.
 5. Avoid slushy ice, thawed ice that has recently  
  refrozen, layered or rotten ice caused by sudden 
   temperature changes, and ice near sources of  
  moving water (e.g., rivers or currents).
 6. Don’t go onto the ice alone; a buddy may be   
  able to rescue you or go for help if you get into  
  difficulty.
 7. Before leaving shore, inform someone of your  
  destination and expected time of return.
 8. Carry a small, personal, safety kit which 
  contains a lighter, waterproof matches, 
  magnesium fire starter, pocketknife, compass, 
  and whistle. Ideally, you should also carry ice  
  picks, an ice staff, a rope, and a cellular phone.

When You Are Alone on ice:
If you get into trouble on frozen water, and there is 
no one nearby to assist you:
  Call for help.
  Resist the immediate urge to climb back out at  
  the location where you fell into the water. 
  The ice is weak in this area.
  Use the air trapped in your clothing to help you  
  float on your stomach
  Reach across the broken ice without pushing  
  down. Kick your legs to push your torso 
  onto the ice.

  When you are back on the ice surface, crawl   
  on your stomach, or roll away from the open   
  area. Keep your arms and legs spread out as far 
  as possible to evenly distribute your body   
  weight. Do not stand up! Look for shore, and  
  make sure you are heading in the right direction.

When You Are With others on ice:
  Rescuing another person while you are also on  
  the ice surface can be dangerous. The safest   
  way to perform a rescue is from shore.
  Call for help. Determine whether or not you  
  can quickly get assistance from trained 
  professionals (e.g., police, firefighters, 
  ambulance personnel) or bystanders.
  Attempt to reach the person by using a long   
  pole or branch. To increase your own safety, lie  
  down on shore, and extend the pole/branch to  
  the person.
  If you must go onto the ice surface, wear a PFD,  
  and carry a long pole or branch to test the   
  strength of the ice in front of you. Bring some- 
  thing to reach or throw to the person (e.g.,   
  pole, rope, line, branch).
  When nearing the break in the ice surface, lie  
  down to distribute your weight, and slowly 
  crawl toward the hole.
  While keeping your centre of gravity low, 
  extend or throw your emergency rescue device  
  (e.g., pole, rope, line, branch) to the person   
  who is in the water.
  Ask the person to kick while you pull her/him  
  out of the hole.
  Move the person to a safe position on shore (or 
  wherever you’re sure that the ice is suitably   
  thick). Signal for help, and begin to treat the  
  person for hypothermia.

 Sources: canadian red cross and lifesaving society

T.J. Evans
Since 1977

For all your construction needs:
• Emergency Repairs • New Construction • Renovations

 WE CAN HANDLE:
• SEPTIC SYSTEM WITH A WATERLOO-BIOFILTER 
• CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS • FRAMEWORK 
• CONCRETE SLAB OR SIDEWALK
• POST & BEAM WORK • LOGWORK
• STONEWORK • DOCKS & BOATHOUSES
• FINISH CARPENTRY

FOR A CONSULTATION OR A NO SURPRISE 
FIRM QUOTATION:
Ph: 705.569.3527 • Fx: 705.569.2579
Email: tjevans@onlink.net
www.tjevans.biz • P.O.Box 347, 
Temagami, ON P0H 2H0   

Ice Fishing Family (photo by Tim Tofflemire)

ice safety

http://www.tla-temagami.org
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OFF THE 
GRID WITH

C.P./P.O. Box 430
332442 Hwy 11, Earlton, ON  P0J 1E0

1-800-434-3159
1-705-563-2633

Fridges 
starting at:
3 cu/ft $999.95 
Portable – 12V/LPG/110
6 cu/ft $1,899 to 18 cu/ft $4,999.95
Propane & Electric / Vented or Ventless 
(c/o monitor) Black, 
White or Stainless

ranges 
starting at:

20” Wide $1,269.99 to 30” Wide $1,627.00
Propane or Natural Gas

Black, White or Stainless

Special

SOLAR 
COTTAGE 
KIT
1 – 435 Watt Solar Panel 
 (1-145 Watt Charge Kit 
 (2 – 145 Watt extension)
1 – 3000 Watt pure sine wave inverter
1 – 30 AMP digital charge controller
1 – 75 AMP Charger / Converter
1 – 30 AMP automatic shore power 
 transfer switch
1 – DC inverter install kit & mounting hardware
6  - 6 Volt Batteries deep cycle

ALL FOR $4,500.00 + TAX 
(CASH & CARRY ONLY)

Earl
earltonrv.com

150 W solar Panel with regulator
$664.25

Portable 120 W w/carrying case
$799.95

Portable 80 W w/carrying case
$599.95

    Temagami’s new Municipal Council was ceremoni-
ally sworn in at the inaugural Council meeting on De-
cember 11, 2014. Of the seven-member Council, four 
members were re-elected, and the other three are new 
to Council this term. Returning members include May-
or Lorie Hunter and Councillors Debby Burrows, John 
Kenrick, and Dan O’Mara. 
The three new Council mem-
bers are John Harding, Brian 
Koski, and Carol Lowery.   
 In her inaugural speech, 
Mayor Hunter thanked all 
those who voted in the Octo-
ber 2014 election. “You par-
ticipated in a very important 
democratic process,” she told 
those present. 
 Due to the Municipality’s continued use of “Vote by 
Mail”, the opportunity to be full participants in the elec-
toral process was not limited to those who are able to be 
physically present in Temagami during the winter months.  
 Roughly two-thirds of Temagami’s eligible electors 
are seasonal residents, who are able to mail in their bal-
lots. What’s more, about 45% of them did – which is 
even higher than the average provincial voter turnout 
of 39%! In addition, over 70% of those electors whose 

principal residence is in Temagami voted, thereby bring-
ing our overall voter turnout to about 55%. 
 As usual, Temagami had a wide selection of can-
didates from which to choose, with a total of thirteen 
candidates running – a figure which shows the level of 
community involvement here. Although the Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing cautions that 
they do not independently verify the figures provided 
to them by each of the municipalities, these statistics do 
give us a reasonable picture of Temagami’s comparative 
interest in electing those who will represent their inter-
ests for the next four years.  
 In her speech, Mayor Hunter also thanked members 
of the previous Council who were not returning to office 

– Paul Middleton, Sam Barnes, 
and Ike Laba – and stated that 
their work and efforts on be-
half of the Municipality over 
the last term of Council were 
very much appreciated. She 
also quoted an old African say-
ing, “If you want to go fast, go 
alone; if you want to go farther, 
go together”, and likened it to 
Temagami. “It’s not about us 

as individuals and what we want,” she said, “but, about 
what the community needs.”
 In the near future, Council will be doing strategic 
planning and focussing on determining a vision for 
Temagami that will help to overcome our challenges 
and build on our strengths, to realize a stronger future 
for this community. Please refer to the “Municipal Up-
date” in the centre pages of each edition of the Tema-
gami Times for further information on municipal issues.

Your 2014-2018 Council Members:
Mayor Lorie Hunter (mayor@temagami.ca; lorieh472@gmail.com) 

has 13 years of experience on Council, including three years as Deputy Mayor and one year as Mayor 
(having been appointed to fill the vacancy in September of 2013). As a permanent resident on Lake 
Temagami, she has lived in Temagami for twenty-four years and is a local (family) business owner and 
also a bookkeeper.  

Councillor John Kenrick (jkenrick@sympatico.ca) 

is returning for his second term on Council and has again been appointed by Council as Deputy Mayor. 
A born northerner, John spent his career as a natural resource planner, manager, and senior financial 
executive. Now retired, he spends much of his time at his cottage in Marten River.

Councillor Debby Burrows (debbyburrowsinfo@yahoo.ca) 

is returning for her second term on Council. Debby is a small business owner, entrepreneur, and lifelong 
Temagami resident who is also a “natural health practitioner” and “registered nutritional coach”. She 
lives in town, but is also a cottager in the Cassels and adjoining lakes area. 

Councillor John Harding (harding.john210@gmail.com)

is new to Council, but has previously worked on municipal committees. He has been a permanent resi-
dent on Lake Temagami for over 40 years and has served as President of the Lake Temagami Permanent 
Residents Association. John is also a local tourism operator and a contractor who provides waste-
management services to the Municipality.  

Councillor Brian Koski (bhkoski@ontera.net) 
is new to Council, but certainly not new to municipal government. He worked as a manager in this field 
for thirty years, including five years as the CAO/Clerk in Temagami. He has lived in Temagami for nine 
years. Since retirement, he has served on several municipal committees and continues to be an active 
service-club volunteer.

Councillor Carol Lowery (carol.lowery234@gmail.com)

is also new to Council, but has served on local municipal boards, including the Temagami Non-Profit 
Housing Board and Public Library Board. She also has a long history of serving on other community 
boards and committees in Temagami. Carol has been a Lake Temagami cottager since her childhood, 
but came to live year-round in Temagami more than thirty years ago and started her teaching career at 
Temagami Public School.  

Councillor Dan O’Mara (danomar@ontera.net) 
served for one year on Council before the election, after being selected to fill a Council vacancy. Prior 
to his appointment, he sat on municipal committees and the North Bay Regional Health Centre 
Board. Dan is a life-long northerner and former health-care executive. He has lived full-time on Lake 
Temagami since his retirement, but has been a cottager here for more than twenty years.

Temagami’s new 
municipal council 
Takes office
By Elaine Gunnell, Municipal Clerk
 

Roughly two-thirds of 
Temagami’s eligible electors 

are seasonal residents, who are 
able to mail in their ballots. What’s 

more, about 45% of them did 
– which is even higher than 
the average provincial voter 

turnout of 39%!
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1Your Temagami Lakes association Board of Directors2

Gerry Kluwak, TLA President
Contact Information: 

647-559-8602 and gkluwak@hotmail.com

Will Goodman, TLA Second Vice-President
Contact Information: 

914-864-2602 and willg1961@gmail.com

Andrew Zyp, TLA Treasurer
Contact Information:

705-487-1745 and azyp@stewartesten.ca

Kelly Romans Bancroft, TLA First Vice-President
Contact Information: 

315-741-1842 and kellyrbancroft@gmail.com
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1Your Temagami Lakes association Board of Directors2

Pete Calverley, TLA Director
Contact Information: 

905-895-7265 and calverley.pete@gmail.com

Justin Metz, TLA Director
Contact Information: 

519-831-7929 and justinjmetz@gmail.com

Tim Richardson, TLA Director
Contact Information: 

647-391-9560 and rictidoc@yahoo.ca

Peter Whyte, TLA Director
Contact Information: 

519-215-1800 and peter@mcintyre.ca

Andrew Healy, TLA Director
Contact Information: 

705-476-8451 and healy.andrew@gmail.com
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WInTer 
WeATher sAfeTy: 

	Always think ahead and develop 
 a cold-weather safety plan.
	Stay dry, dress warmly, and wear many  
 layers – including a wind-resistant 
 outer layer.
	Cover exposed skin as much as possible.	By keeping active you will generate 
 body heat.
	Watch for signs of frostbite and 
 hypothermia.

    One of the biggest areas of concern 
in the Municipality of Temagami is 
the ongoing number of cottage break-
ins and thefts that occurred last year. 
The Temiskaming and Temagami De-
tachments of the Ontario Provin-
cial Police (O.P.P.), along with the 
Temagami Lakes Association, are 
working together on a “Cottage Watch 
Program”.  This program is an initia-
tive that promotes cottage-community 
safety and security.   
 Cottage break-and-enters, damage, 
and theft are serious concerns impact-
ing police, cottagers, cottagers’ associa-
tions, and insurance companies. The 
O.P.P. encourages crime prevention at 
the cottage with the support of local 
cottagers’ associations and 
“Cottage Watch” initiatives 
across Ontario.  
 Local residents can assist 
police in ongoing investiga-
tions. All suspicious matters 
need to be reported and in-
clude as much information 
as a possible (e.g., physical 
descriptions of the per-
sons involved; clothing 
descriptions; vehicle de-
scriptions; licence plate 
numbers; island numbers; 
and, any other pertinent 
details). In addition, in 
each instance it is helpful 
to note the area where a suspect was 
last seen and the direction in which  
s/he was heading.
 Thieves prefer to target easy-to-
carry items so that it doesn’t hinder 
their movements. One simple way to 
help discourage theft of these items is 
to etch them with an identifying num-
ber such as your vehicle licence-plate 
number. This personal “Operation 
Identification” number allows police 
to easily locate inscribed items at pawn 
shops, and criminals typically consider 
these “damaged goods” as it is more dif-
ficult to get rid of them. In addition, 
it is always a good idea to record the 
serial numbers of all electronic devices, 
tools, generators, etc. and to keep this 
list in a secure area, as these numbers 
can assist in investigations.
 Nevertheless, remember to ensure 
your safety at all times. Also, contact 

police immediately upon discovering a 
break-in, damage, or theft, and do not 
tamper with the crime scene as valu-
able evidence can be lost.      

 Winter Weather Safety:
 Now that the cold weather has ar-
rived, it is a good idea to keep up with 
the weather forecast and pay special 
attention to the wind-chill warning. 
Wind chill is not the actual tempera-
ture, but rather it indicates how wind 
and cold feel on exposed skin. As the 
wind increases, heat is carried away 
from the body and lowers the body 
temperature. To help prevent cold-
related difficulties, it is wise to follow 
these safety tips:

 
Tragically, every year, many Canadians 
die in ice-related incidents. It is, there-
fore, critical to evaluate ice quality be-
fore travelling on it. Avoid slushy ice, 
areas with fluctuating water levels, or 
ice that is on (or near) moving water. 
If ice has thawed, re-frozen, or is lay-
ered or rotten due to sudden tempera-
ture changes, it is not safe. Ice may also 
weaken due to age, and when it is cov-
ered in snow – which acts as an insu-
lating blanket that prevents sufficient 
hardening (and can actually melt the 
ice surface).
 In addition, be familiar with the 
lakes and bays that you frequent, and 
watch for pressure ridges caused by 
wind or water currents. When assess-
ing ice thickness, it is also best to select 
clear, hard ice and take measurements 
in several places.

cathy.dwyer10@gmail.com

www.cottagesintemagami.com*

Cathy Dwyer
705-569-3574

ATTENTION
COTTAGE OWNERS
Realize the income potential of your vacation

property without all the hassle.

This is the service you have been waiting for.

•  We will market your property

•  All inquiries will be assessed to 
qualify as potential tenants

•  A lease agreement is issued that 
protects your interests

•  We make all payment arrangements 
and forward the funds to you

•  All inquiries are handled by us 
during the guest’s stay

•  Our booking system ensures no 
overlap or double booking

A division of canadarentalcottage.com

WANTED
Person(s)

responsible for

cottage/ camp

break-ins
on Lake Temagami.

CALL:

CRIME
STOPPERS

A cash reward of up to $2000 will be paid
for information that helps solve these crimes.

IN STRICT CONFIDENCE

1-800-222-TIPS

    The Temagami Lakes Association has entered into a partnership with the 
local “Crime Stoppers” branch in New Liskeard to advance property protection 
on Lake Temagami. The TLA’s involvement includes an enhanced reward which 
is made available to people who provide information on offences that lead to 
convictions.
 New billboard signage on the Lake Temagami Access Road, and signs at each 
of the landings and marinas on the lake, will also keep the “Crime Stoppers” mes-
sage and reward visible to lake residents and visitors.
 All lake residents are encouraged to use the “Crime Stoppers” Tip Line at 
1-800-222-tipS (8477) to report suspicious activity around their own (or 
neighbours’) properties. The number is also found on the first page of the “TLA 
Membership Directory”, along with other emergency numbers.

TLa Partners with 
“Crime Stoppers” 

cottage and Winter safety 
information from the o.P.P. 

By Constable Renee Taylor, O.P.P. Community Services Officer

continued on page 17
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snOW-mAchIne 
sAfeTy: 

	Check the weather beforehand.

	Obey speed limits, and road and trail signs. 

	Any time you travel on ice, you put 

 yourself and your passengers at risk. 

 Since many fatalities involve snowmobiles  

 breaking through the ice or driving into   

 open water, it is safer to check the ice 

 conditions in advance if you must cross a  

 frozen body of water. Also, wear a 

 buoyant snowmobile suit, and carry ice  

 picks that can be easily reached.

	Always tell someone where you are going  

 (including your exact route) and your   

 expected time of return.

	Never travel alone.
	Always be prepared for the unexpected. 
	Use caution at railway and road crossings.
	Always remain on the right-hand side of  
 the trail.
	At night, drive at a reduced speed, and   
 don’t “outrun” your headlights.
	A rigid tow-bar must be used when 
 towing a sled or similar device behind a   
 snowmobile.
	Drive within your ability. 
 

Snow-Machine Safety:
 Snowmobiling is a very popular activity in our prov-
ince, and knowledge of how to operate your snowmo-
bile safely is very important. Always take into account 
the following when you venture out:

 

 

Ontario’s snowmobile trail system is maintained by 
many snowmobile clubs. Our trails are patrolled by 
the Ontario Provincial Police and Conservation 
Officers. During this winter season, the Temiskam-
ing O.P.P. Detachment has dedicated motorized, snow  

vehicle patrol hours (in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry) on area trails 
and waterways. Police will be enforcing the “Motorized 
Snow Vehicles Act”, “Liquor Licence Act”, “Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Act”, “Criminal Code of Cana-
da”, and other legislation.  

Winter School Bus Safety:
 “There are many rural bus routes that require the bus 
to stop on the highway. Drivers must remain alert for 
the morning and afternoon school-bus stops and watch 
for the students who are let off at the roadside. Being 
inattentive can change lives forever.”  
 Ontario law requires motorists travelling in both di-
rections to stop when approaching a stopped school bus 
with its upper lights flashing. When meeting a school bus 
in on-coming traffic, motorists must stop far enough away 
to allow students to cross the road well ahead of the bus 
bumper. Motorists must remain stopped until the school 
bus begins to move and the upper red lights have stopped 
flashing. This law applies on highways, city streets, and 
country roads – regardless of the posted speed limit – at 
any time of day, and every day of the week.  
 Drivers are reminded to be extra cautious when driv-
ing in and around school zones. On cold winter morn-
ings, children are bundled up for warmth, and their 
hoods and hats reduce peripheral vision. Slippery sur-
faces and snow banks add to the danger, and a fall could 
put them in your vehicle’s path.
 By working together, we can protect our children 
and continue to keep our roadways safe and injury free.
 For more information, please contact Constable 
Renee Taylor, Community Services Officer, by phone 
at 705-647-8400. You can also visit the O.P.P. web-
site (www.opp.ca), or access regional Twitter feeds at: 
@o.p.p._ner or @PPo_nordesT.

    The International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) an-
nounced in December 2014 that the “Ex-
perimental Lakes Area” (ELA) had been 
granted charitable status by the Canada 
Revenue Agency. This means that do-
nors will now get a tax receipt when they 
make financial contributions to the eco-
system research which is conducted at the 
IISD-ELA. The IISD has indicated that 
this will also aid in finding new sources of 
funding to supplement the support that 
is already received from the Provinces of 
Ontario and Manitoba.
 The ELA, which was founded in 1968, 
is a unique natural laboratory that is com-
prised of 58 small lakes (and their water-
sheds) that have been preserved for sci-
entific study. It is located east of Kenora 
(in northwestern Ontario) and is one of 
the only sites in the world where whole-
ecosystem experimentation can occur. 
Scientists can manipulate the conditions 
in these lakes to determine how the en-
tire ecosystem – from the atmosphere to 
fish populations – responds. Discoveries 
made through the use of such real-world 
experiments are often much more accu-
rate than those conducted at a smaller 
scale in laboratories.
 The whole-ecosystem research ap-
proach of the IISD-ELA has influenced 
decision-making within governments 
and the private sector. It has also resulted 
in more cost-effective environmental 
policies, regulations, and management.

Sources: international institute for 
sustainable developMent and federation 
of ontario cottagers’ associations

experimental 
Lakes area 

granted 
charitable 

status

cottage and Winter safety 
information from the o.P.P.  
continued from page 16
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Privy – Courtesy of the TLA and 
tiMiskaMing HealtH unit 
(photo by Peter Healy)

TLA and 
Timiskaming 
health unit 
Partnership
By Peter Healy

    In an effort to work together to improve 
the human-waste issue on campsites, the 
Temagami Lakes Association and Timiska-
ming Health Unit (THU) will continue to 
build privies. TLA staff will then install them 
on campsites that warrant such amenities.
 When privies are properly designed and 
situated on campsites (and used by respon-
sible canoeists and power-boat campers), this 
contributes to limiting the amount of human 
waste that would otherwise wash untreated, 
for the most part, into the lake.
 All lake property owners appreciate the 
financial support of the THU as we continue 
to build more privies this summer as part of 
our ongoing water-quality initiatives.

Pendelton Blankets • Keen Sandals
Souris River Ultralight Canoes

Artwork by Steve Snake
Historical Maps of Temagami

Outdoor Clothing • TOC designs

705-569-2595
email canoe@icanoe.ca
website www.icanoe.ca

Gerry Gooderham
Group Box 22
TEMAGAMI, ON  P0H 2H0
Ogama Island 843
e-mail: grg@ontera.net
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NeeDeD: 
outstanding Men 
and Women for TLA 
Board of Directors 

 The Temagami Lakes Association 
(TLA) is administered by an Execu-
tive Secretary who reports to a Board 
of Directors (comprising nine mem-
bers of the Association). This Board 
of Directors meets monthly by tele-
phone, for the most part. Each Board 
member typically chairs a committee 
involving something that interests 
her/him or that s/he personally feels 
is very important to the lake commu-
nity. The members of your Board of 
Directors are listed on page two (2) of 
this newspaper.
 Board members, according to the 
by-laws of the Association, may sit 
for only two terms (of three years per 
term). Each year there are three seats 
on the Board that come up for nomi-
nation and election. All “Class A”, 
“F”, or “Life” members are eligible to 
stand for election.
 Please consider taking an active 
role in your lake association. Nomina-
tions are now open for three seats on 
the Board this year. An official nomi-
nation form will be sent to all voting 
members in April; however, if you are 
interested now, would like a nomina-
tion form, or wish to discuss the idea 
further, please contact the Executive 
Secretary, Peter Healy, at tla@onlink.
net or 705-237-8927.

Your TLA membership may qualify 
you for a 15% discount in addition to any 

other applicable discounts.
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    On September 5, 2013, the “Economic Development Advisory Committee” (EDAC) for 
the Municipality of Temagami discussed the creation of a “Community Improvement Plan” 
(CIP), which was then introduced to Council on September 19, 2013. The EDAC concluded 
that utilizing a “Community Improvement Plan” would be a good method for helping Tema-
gami to attract and retain businesses since: there is already an existing CIP from 1988/1989; 
the “Official Plan” contains provisions relating to community development; and, there is 
funding available through several sources for implementing this type of initiative.
 The EDAC recommended forming an “Ad Hoc Committee” (“Committee”), which 
the Council then accepted. Once it is developed, the purpose of this “Committee” will be 
to investigate and create a viable “Community Improvement Plan” for consideration by  
the Council.
 The eDAC put forward the following parameters for the selection of CIP
“Ad Hoc Committee” members:
 • The “Committee” should consist of eight (8) individuals.
 • Members will include at least one (1) representative from each of Temagami  
  North, Temagami South, and Marten River.
 • Members of the “Committee” should, ideally, have expertise in one of the 
  following: municipal issues, or planning, engineering, marketing, architectural,  
  industrial, commercial, or residential spheres.
 • There should be a limit of one (1) individual from the “Planning Advisory 
  Committee” and a limit of one (1) individual from the EDAC.
 • The “Municipal Planner” or “Economic Development Officer” should also be  
  included in the committee as a non-voting member for the purpose of 
  information, guidance, and minute-taking.
 • The “Committee” will be dissolved once Council has received the finalized 
  CIP by resolution.
 The context and scope of the CIP “Ad Hoc Committee” is varied and, according 
to its “Terms of Reference”, will include the following responsibilities:
 • Identify community needs based on the “Planning Act” definition of “community  
  improvement” and “community-improvement project area” (in conjunction with  
  the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing – MMAH – “Municipal 
  Services Office”).
 • Build community support through stakeholder input and feedback by: identifying  
  matters for consideration; determining input and feedback methods (e.g., work- 
  shops, open houses, community meetings, steering committees, task forces); and,  
  identifying stakeholders to engage in the process (e.g., ratepayers, community 
  and business groups, municipal staff, political representatives, consultants, 
  business representatives, financial institutions).
 • Report to Council for authorization and direction to prepare a CIP. Basic 
  information will include: identified problems; reasons why the problems need  
  resolving (i.e., public benefits); a description of the CIP study process; the 
  proposed boundary of the community-improvement project area and the criteria  
  used for selection; whether the work is to be done by municipal staff or by 
  consultants; the proposed administration of the study, including the departments  
  responsible for preparing the CIP; and, project timelines, resources needed, and  
  financial/budget implications.
 • Analyze and gather data on the physical, economic, social, and environmental  
  characteristics of the study area to: identify key opportunities and challenges;  
  consider how these opportunities and challenges can be addressed; and, assess the  
  appropriate timing for creating a CIP.
 • Conduct a background analysis of planning, land use, and other policies and  
  strategies applicable to the study area.
 • Review the “Official Plan” to determine whether or not it contains necessary  
  or appropriate provisions, such as: reference to the legislative authority for CIP  
  and programs; guiding principles for goals to be achieved; specific goals (e.g.,  
  updated infrastructure, streetscape and open-space improvements, contaminated  
  properties clean-up and redevelopment, and increased affordable housing stock);  
  policies and criteria for the identification and designation of community-
  improvement project areas (and for determining individual property eligibility  
  within a project area); actions that could be taken to implement the community- 
  improvement policies in the “Official Plan”; and, policies that could allow 
  financial participation in grant and/or loan programs between upper- and 
  lower-tier municipalities.
 • Report back to Council with recommendations for designating a community- 
  improvement project area based on any findings. If supported, staff will prepare a  
  bylaw (which Council must then pass) to designate the project area, prior to  
  adopting the CIP.
 • Draft municipal actions, programs, and implementation policies that address  
  identified problems and goals. Using the information gathered from previous  
  steps, develop: the rationale for needs; the goals of the CIP; and, a description of  
  project-area characteristics, planning policies applicable to the project area, and  
  community-improvement strategies and actions.
 • Develop detailed implementation policies for each incentive-based program.
 • Tailor eligibility criteria for each program (e.g., who may apply for an incentive; 
  the number of applications permitted per year and per property; business-plan  
  requirements; eligible rehabilitation costs; the maximum amount of financial 
  assistance to be made available; a requirement that property taxes are in good  
  standing; municipal recourse where the terms of the incentive are not met; 

  requirements for conformity with relevant legislation, policies, regulations, and  
  any outstanding work orders; and, grant or loan agreement requirements).
 • Develop marketing policies to promote the uptake of programs.
 • Develop criteria to measure and monitor the effectiveness of land or financial- 
  assistance programs.
 • Develop an “Action Plan” for the allocation of resources and the development of 
  administrative practices and procedures necessary to implement programs 
  (including a task breakdown).
 • Finalize the draft CIP, and circulate it to the appropriate MMAH “Municipal  
  Services Office” and any other interested persons or organizations. Once 
  comments are received from the circulation process, revise the draft plan  
  where appropriate.
 • After public meetings have been held, finalize the CIP and forward it to Council  
  for adoption by bylaw (after making any necessary revisions based on public input).
 • Specify funding requirements for each program (e.g., amount, duration, purpose)  
  for consideration by Council.
 • Finalize the CIP. Once a decision is made and notice is given (in accordance with  
  the requirements under the “Planning Act”, and if there are no appeals within 20  
  days), the decision is final. The “Ad Hoc Committee” will then be dissolved.
 • Once the CIP is finalized and implemented, each program will be periodically  
  monitored based on established performance criteria to determine: whether or  
  not established program targets are being met, desired outcomes for the 
  community are being achieved, and program participants are completing their  
  commitments; and, the full benefits and costs of each program.
 The “Committee” will provide Council with written reports. These reports should in-
clude the alternatives considered and reasons for their recommendations. This shall be re-
ceived by resolution at a regular Council meeting, but may or may not be adopted by Coun-
cil. The completed “Community Improvement Plan” will be submitted to Council for final 
approval according to the parameters and guidelines set forth in the “Planning Act”.
 Until recently there were not enough interested community members to consider start-
ing this process. On January 29, 2015, however, four “Ad Hoc Committee” members were 
appointed. In addition, Council would like to amend the current “Terms of Reference” at 
one of their future meetings so that a member of Council may be added to this “Committee”.
 As there are currently “Committee” vacancies, any TLA members who are interested 
in becoming involved in this initiative can contact Michelle Anderson, Economic De-
velopment Officer, for further information at: 705-569-3421, extension 207 or edo@
temagami.ca.

TEMAGAMI PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES
Construction 
Project Management:
• Architect and/or Designer Facilitation
• Permits
• Comparative Pricing
• Contract Documents
• Logistics
• Schedule
• Documentation
• Site Management

Other 
ServiceS:
Landscaping

•
Chipping

•
Painting

•
Cleaning

•
Care Taking

•
Cottage Rental

•
Cottage Check 
for Insurance 

Purposes
•

Pest &
Bug Control

cathy Dwyer
P.O. Box 275, Temagami, 
ON P0H 2H0

Tel:   705 569-3574
Cell: 705 622-1816
Cathy.dwyer10@gmail.com

Temagami’s “community improvement Plan” ad hoc committee
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» It Will Soon Be Maple Syrup Time

» Hauling Wood From the Landing

» Thirty Below

Temagami in Winter

» Bear Island Ice Road in January 

» Fun in the Sun

» Stairway to Heaven

All photos were taken by Peter Healy.
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    Everyone has a special place on 
Earth that they mentally escape to, 
dream of, and fantasize about on 
long, dreary days. The memories or 
fantasies of these places free us tem-
porarily from the everyday shackles 
that constrain our constant need for 
adventure. They give us hope, in-
spire us to reach our goals, and many 
times, change our lives. 
 This place has always been, for 
me, the “Spirit Forest” of Temagami; 
and at its heart, Chee-skon-abikong. 
This lake is home to a geological and 
spiritual wonder, “Spirit Rock” – a 
giant, 50-foot granite spire erupting 
from a boulder-ridden shoreline. 
I have travelled and seen many beautiful places in 
this vast wilderness throughout my life, but it was 
the spiritual allure and ancient forests surrounding 
Chee-skon-abikong that tempted my soul for many 
years. This summer, I finally made it there.

Trip Journal (July 9, 2014): 
Day 4 of a 7-Day Trip with Seven Young Trippers
 “We stopped for a much-needed, hearty lunch at 
the beginning of the 740-m portage into Chee-skon-
abikong after a long and beautiful paddle through the 

Wakimika wilderness. My heart was racing, as I was 
less than a kilometre away from reaching a dream. 
I wanted to eat while portaging, but I knew it was 
important for all of us to savour this moment. 
 We began our ascent through the ancient pines 
– admiring their beauty and ability to make us feel 
truly small in our existence. The anticipation made 
it the longest 740-m portage that I have ever done. 
But I was glad. Too many good things are rushed in 
my life. 
 The moment I saw the lake appear through the 
forest, everything fell silent. My heavy breathing, 
the forest sounds, and the clatter of gear … every-
thing was like a dream. Was I really here? 
 I put down my gear as quietly as I could while 
my eyes fixated on the towering cliffs across the way. 
Slowly I crouched down to my knees, closed my eyes, 
took a deep breath of forest air, and then opened my 
eyes again. This was not a dream … this was heaven 
on Earth. 
 I sat in amazement on the shoreline as the trip-
pers emerged from the forest behind me – each of 
them silently stunned with awe. We slipped quietly 
into our canoes and made way for the only campsite 
on Chee-skon-abikong. It was open.” 

   Over the next two days we ex-
plored the area by water and trail, 
and quickly realized why Chee-
skon-abikong was so spiritually-
significant for the Teme-Augama 
Anishnabai. We honoured their tra-
ditional beliefs, and gave our thanks 
and hopes for a safe passage, through 
the traditional manner of offering 
tobacco. Each tripper paddled solo 
across the lake to do so; each took 
the time to reflect and give back. I 
was immensely proud and inspired 
by the level of respect and gratitude 
these young adventurers displayed 
that day.
 I soulfully gained inspiration and 

filled a great void in my life by venturing to Chee-
skon-abikong; but, most importantly, I wholeheart-
edly renounced a bitter stereotype that all youth are 
disconnected and unappreciative. 
  J.K. Rowling once wrote, “It does not do to dwell 
on dreams and forget to live.” Those places in our 
dreams are there for a reason – they are a calling and 
a gift. For them to go unanswered is a terrible waste.

guide Life
B l o g

By Justin Metz, TLA Director

Spirit Rock on Chee-skon-abikong Lake 
(photo by Justin Metz)

The Famous Three Sisters in “Spirit Forest” 
(photo by Justin Metz)

A Young Tripper Paddles to Give Thanks in the Traditional Way 
(photo by Justin Metz)

Chee-skon-abikong 
“Lake at the Place of the Large Rock”

~ A Reawakening ~

http://www.tla-temagami.org
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real estate wills elder care
estate planning & administration

commercial and corporate law

Ram say Law Office

peter r. ramsay 
william r. (Bill) ramsay

18 armstrong street
p.o. Box 160
new liskeard on p0J 1p0

705 647 4010
Fax: 647 4341
toll free: 1 800 837 6648
email: ramsaylaw@ramsaylaw.ca
web site: www.ramsaylaw.ca

Peter R. Ramsay

William R. (Bill) Ramsay

Celebrating 80 years in Temagami & Temiskaming

Steve PreScott 
 

Box 287 Temagami, ON  P0H 2H0 

 (705) 569-3525 

 steveaprescott@hotmail.com 

• Call Or Email FOr EsTimaTE •

r e n o vat i o n S / r e Pa i r S
 D e c k S  •  B o at h o u S e S
F o u n D at i o n S  •  D o c k S 

c u S t o m  S t o n e w o r k
 r o c k  B r e a k i n g  S e r v i c e S

L i c e n S e D  S e P t i c  i n S ta L L e r
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If you would like to receive an application for membership or information related 
to that contact Peter at tla@onlink.net or call 705-237-8927 

Name _________________________________ Spouse  _____________________________________

Home Address ______________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________ Prov./State______________ Postal/Zip Code _________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________

Temagami Phone __________________ Home Phone _________________ Island Number ______

MeMbership OptiOns

Class A membership (necessary for F and D memberships)  ______________________$ 115.00

Class F membership (for family members of A member)  ___________________________ 55.00

Class D memberships (children <18yrs of class A or F)  ____________________________ 15.00

Class C membership (commercial)  ____________________________________________ 115.00

Class b membership (sustaining - non property owner)  ___________________________ 60.00

 TOTAL $ _______

suppleMentAry OptiOns AnD serviCes

Contribution to the “Tenets for Temagami” Defense Fund
A separate fund for legal costs protecting the tenets __________________________  $ _______

Contribution to the Water Qualilty Monitoring Fund (min. $25 per property requested)  

A separate fund dedicated entirely to ongoing water quality monitoring and research on Lake Temagami  $ _______

Property Patrol Service (choose either A, B or C for each Island with buildings)

Service A (spring and fall) — $50  ____________________________________________  $ _______

Service B (January and March) — $50  ________________________________________$ _______

Service C (combination A and B) — $95  _______________________________________$ _______

VHF Marine Radio Service Contribution (minimum $45 for radio service users)   $ _______

Navigation Maps — Maps are two sided and water resistant.

For the boat — $20 CD Rom  — $20 ___________________________________________$ _______

Full Colour Wall Maps — $25 _________________________________________________$ _______

Plastic Name Plate — $50 ____________________________________________________$ _______ 
(free with first time class A property membership) 

TLA History Book: Life and Times of a Cottage Community — $30 ________________________ $ _______

  __________________________ GrAnD tOtAl enClOseD $ _______

Group Box 129, Temagami ON P0H 2H0 • 705 237 8927 Fax: 877 281 4687 • tla@onlink.net.

TlA Membership Application

payment:  cheque

CARDHoLDER NAME

CARDHoLDER NuMBER   ExP. DATE

Checks payable to: 
Temagami Lakes Association, 

Group Box 129, 
Temagami ontario

P0H 2H0

CARDHoLDER SIGNATuRE

Winter 2015 
Activity update

By Ike Laba

teMAgAMi CountrY 
CHriStMAS
 The “Temagami Country Christmas” 
was initiated by Peter and Colleen (from 
Peacock Woodcrafts) to bring people 
to the Temagami area, and attracted peo-
ple from Latchford, Cobalt, Temiskaming 
Shores, Quebec, North Bay, and Sturgeon 
Falls. One activity for children and adults 
consisted of walking in a natural winter 
setting along a well-lit trail through the 
Temagami forest. Other activities included 
having a picture taken with Santa in a fish-
ing hut, a sleigh ride, and a campfire with 
refreshments.
 The only entry fee for this event was a 
donation of non-perishable food or money 
to the Temagami Food Bank or the Roy-
al Canadian Legion “Christmas Basket 
Campaign”. Local businesses were very sup-
portive and more have signed on for next 
year. You can also help, by contacting a 
Temagami Lions Club member or Ike Laba 
(705-569-3252).

teMAgAMi SeniorS 
AnnuAL CHriStMAS 
Dinner 
 The “Temagami Seniors Annual Christ-
mas Dinner” was held at the Temagami 
Arena in December. A total of 155 meals 
were served – including some home deliver-
ies. The “Temagami Christmas Tree” event 
was held on December 14, 2014 (also at the 
Arena). Many children met Santa and each 
received a Christmas gift. A special “thank 
you” is extended to the anonymous person 
who donated 32 knitted mitts for the chil-
dren who attended the visit with Santa.

teMAgAMi fooD BAnk
 The Temagami Food Bank received 
some significant food and cash donations 
from the North Bay Real Estate Board, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry staff, Knights of Columbus 
New Liskeard, the Marten River food drop-box at the Trapper Trading Post 
location, the drop-box in Temagami at Our Daily Bread grocery store, and from 
many individual donors. Recently, the Temagami Food Bank also helped the 
Temagami First Nation establish a food bank at the Doreen Potts Health Cen-
tre. Cash donations for the Temagami Food Bank may be sent to the Temagami 
Lions Club at: P.O. Box 39, Temagami, Ontario, P0H 2H0.

CLotHeSLine / DiABeteS progrAM
 Temagami Lions Club members appreciate the community’s support of the 
“Diabetes Clothesline Project”. Donating unwanted clothing items to this diabetes 
project helps to raise funds for various community initiatives. A clothing drop-box 
is located at the side of the Catholic Church.

neW MeMBerS WeLCoMe
 The Temagami Lions Club is always looking for new members. As a group, we 
are working together to make the community a better place in which to live and 
work. If you are interested in more information about the club, or thinking of join-
ing, please contact President Bob Sykes at 705-569-4412.

Temagami
Lions club

If you are reading this edition of the Temagami Times and both enjoy it and find it a valuable 
community resource, please consider supporting its continued publication through a 

membership in the Temagami Lakes Association.

http://www.tla-temagami.org
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    The presence of plastic micro-beads, 
which have accumulated in the Great 
Lakes (and in water bodies around the 
world) over the past two decades, is a 
growing concern. Concentrations in these 
lakes are higher than in ocean samples, 
and Lake Ontario, in particular, now has 
an average of more than one million beads 
per square kilometre.
 These beads are tiny pieces of plastic, 
which are derived from some personal-
care products that exfoliate our skin and 
toothpastes that polish our teeth. One jar 
of facial scrub, for example, can contain 
as many as 300,000 micro-beads. Because 
they’re so small, these micro-beads can’t be 
screened out by sewage-treatment plants 
when we wash them down the drain.
 When they are released into the water, 
these small particles act like mini sponges 
and soak up pollutants such as motor oil, 
phthalates, flame retardants, and/or PCBs. 
In the Great Lakes, this means that these 
toxins become more widely dispersed as 
they attach themselves to the circulating 
micro-beads.
 These toxin-laden beads have been 
shown to have deleterious effects on fish 
and other water-loving creatures in the 
Great Lakes and water bodies worldwide. 
Because they are the size of fish eggs or 
plankton, birds, fish, and other creatures 
mistake them for food and ingest them. 
Micro-beads have, in fact, been found in 
the digestive tracts of fish and other ma-
rine animals. The risk from these plastics 
is not limited to animals. Consuming con-
taminated food (e.g., fish, squid, or mus-
sels) can send micro-beads up the food 
chain into human digestive systems.
 In June of 2014, a committee of advi-
sors to the Great Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion passed a resolution calling on Cana-
dian and American governments at all levels to prohibit the sale of cosmetic and 
personal-care products containing micro-beads by 2015. So far, the governments of 
Ontario and Canada have not met this challenge.
 Nevertheless, some action is under way. The state of Illinois, on Lake Michigan, 
is the first jurisdiction in the Great Lakes Basin to ban micro-beads from consumer 
products. A few companies are also responding to public concern and have pledged to 
phase them out in their respective products. The Illinois bill, however, stops short of 
banning biodegradable plastics – which may also contribute to the presence of these 
tiny particles and result in ongoing problems for fish and other wildlife species.
 The discovery of micro-beads in the Great Lakes raises awareness of the issue of 
plastic contamination in all of the world’s large bodies of water. It also reflects the fail-
ure of governments to anticipate the harm that chemicals can inflict on ecosystems, 
and demonstrates the loopholes in legislation and international agreements governing 
toxic chemicals and their by-products. Although the Canadian “Environmental Pro-
tection Act” has some limited provisions for testing new chemicals, there is no official 
way to assess the impacts of those already in use when their different applications and 
novel uses pose problems.
 Governments don’t demand that companies evaluate the impact of the degrada-
tion products of the chemical compounds that make up micro-beads (or their me-
tabolites) on fish and waterways. When applied in new ways, tiny particles such as 
micro-beads, can pose unanticipated hazards related to their size and distribution – not 
just their physical and chemical properties. At present, these subtle effects are “under 
the radar” of programs in Canada that function to evaluate the toxicity of existing 
chemicals. Consequently, they are also likely to be overlooked by the Canadian and 
American governments in their bi-national effort to identify chemicals of concern in 
the Great Lakes.
 The burden is on the general public to protect water sources. Our only option is 
to exercise consumer power by refusing to purchase and use products that contain 
polyethylene or polypropylene (plastic) abrasives. Instead, we can choose salt or other 

less-harmful substances that perform the same function. Ingredient lists on personal-
care products, are, unfortunately, required reading nowadays if we want to minimize 
the accumulation of plastic micro-particles in the Great Lakes.

Sources: Anne Wordsworth, Research Associate, canadian environMental law  
association (December 2014) and federation of ontario cottagers’ associations

Plastic 
micro-Beads 
in consumer 
Products

We wish to place an advertisement in the (Winter, Summer, Fall) edition of 
the Temagami Times Newspaper.
 

 A Full Page (10” x 15.5”)  ..................................................$360.00 

 B Wide Half Page (10” x 7.625” ) .....................................$225.00 

 C Tall Half Page (4.75” x 15.5”)  .......................................$225.00 

 D Third Page (10” x 5”) .....................................................$180.00 

 E  Third Page (3.25” x 15.5”) .............................................$180.00 

 F  Quarter Page (4.75” x 7.625”) .......................................$140.00 

 G  Eighth Page (4.75” x 3.625”) .........................................$100.00 

 H  Business Directory (3.25” x 2.5”) .....................................$60.00 
  
  10% off (at end of year) for all three editions .............................  
  10% extra for preferred position ................................................. 
  Copy is enclosed .......................................................................... 
  Please reserve this space in all three editions of theTimes .........  
  Bill me only once and include my 10% discount ....................... 

I wish to place an advertisement in the TLA Annual Directory. 

  Full Page (5” W x 8” H) .................................................$225.00 

  Half Page (5” W x 4” H) ................................................$130.00   

  Inside Front or Back Cover ............................................$275.00 

  Copy is enclosed .......................................................................... 
  A directory Ad booked with Ads in all three Times editions 
  receives a 10% discount  ............................................................. 

  Please bill me for all 4 Ads at one time ...................................... 

  Payment of $_________  is enclosed .......................................... 

  Please bill me later at the following address: .............................. 
   ______________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________

Please provide high resolution (min. 200 dpi @ 100%) pdf, tiff or jpeg files (Note: Word 
documents are not acceptable) to: tla@onlink.net or on CD by snail mail to the below address. 
If you require artwork we can provide it for you at an additional cost (min. $20.00 charge). 
Please call for a quote.

Temagami Times
TLA Directory

C

F

G

B

D

E

H

H

H

InsErtIon orDEr

Company _________________________________________________

Contact __________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________ Fax:  _______________________

Temagami Lakes associaTion
Group Box 129, Temagami Ontario  P0H 2H0 • 705 237 8927 • tla@onlink.net

Temagami Times ad sizes

A

Danny W. Ferguson
Barrister and Solicitor

For all Your Real Estate
and Estate Planning Needs

1781 A Cassells St.  
North Bay, Ontario  P1B 4C6

Phone (705) 476-7200
Fax (705) 476-9311
info@fergusonlaw.ca

mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
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OUR DAILY BREADOUR DAILY BREAD
Groceries and More…
In-store bakery – breads, buns, cookies, etc. 

Soft serve & single ice cream treats 
Coffee counter • Fresh cut meats 

• Fresh produce • Log Cabin coffee • ATM  
In-store deli • Party trays to your specs 

Specialty products • Live Bait

•  OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8AM – 6 PM , SATURDAY 8AM – 5PM •

705-569-3600
temagamidailybread@gmail.com

See us on Facebook

Special
Product
Requests
Welcome

Fresh baked, store made pizzas (take out or eat in). Available in 16” size. Deluxe, Pepperoni, Meat, Cheese, Hawaiian (or toppings of your preference).

http://www.tla-temagami.org
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•  business  directory  • 
The Temagami Times

FuLL PAge ........................................... $360.00
HALF PAge .......................................... $225.00
THird PAge ......................................... $180.00
quArTer PAge .................................... $140.00
eigHTH PAge ....................................... $100.00
buSineSS direcTorY ........................... $60.00
(an extra 10% for a preferred position)

receive 10% off 
when you place your ad in 

3 issues per year
(discount applied at the end of the year)

Call (705) 237-8927
next deadline: May 1, 2015

Production requirements
Please provide high resolution pdf, tiff or jpeg files.  

(min. 200 dpi @100%) 
(Note: Word documents are not acceptable)  

to: mark@imaginusnorth.com or on CD by snail mail 
to the below address. If you require artwork we can 

provide it for you at an additional cost 
(min. $20.00 charge). Please call for a quote.

 Group Box 129, Temagami ON P0H 2H0

Hailybury, Ontario
P0J 1K0

for rent

PRIVATE ISLAND  
FOR RENT: Gorgeous setting 
on Lake Temagami, two rustic 
cottages with no hydro, sleeps 
six, available June 27-July 18 or 
Aug 22-29, $1400/week, bring 
your own boat. Contact   
jimnorton@outlook.com.

•cl assifieds• 

noticeS

Classified ads are free for TLA members. 
Send to: tla@onlink.net

Did you know that TLA members can have daily papers delivered to the 
TLA Headquarters building from the One Stop Trading Post in Temagami? 

(705-569-3888)

3 Bedroom Cottage 
for rent

Lake - (705) 237-8904 
E-mail - grg@ontera.net

No Job too big or too small
Call us for our full liNe of serviCes

Glen & Diane 
Toogood
6484 Highway 11 N, 
Temagami, Ont  
P0H 2H0
gardenislandcanoe@
ontera.net
705-569-2666
• expert rebuilds 
• 16’ &17’ canoes to order

for Sale

COTTAGE FOR SALE: Lake 
Temagami, part island 1088, 
1.81 acres, 1200 ft. of shore-
line. 2 bedrooms, fully serviced, 
200-amp service, electric heat, 
airtight wood stove, 10 cords of 
hardwood. Sunmar composting 
toilet. Satellite TV. Separate 
building with shower and auto-
matic washer. All furniture in-
cluded. 2-filter water system with 
UV light. Screened sunroom, 
decks on 2 sides. Boathouse with 
workshop. Good dockage front 
and back for up to 7 boats. Boats 
included: 18.5 ft. aluminum 
Lund with 130 HP Honda and 
16 ft. aluminum Lowe with 50 
HP Honda. Asking $425,000.  
for additional information 
call 705-474-3056 or 
705-237-8726 (summer).

The Temagami Times needs reporters/columnists  
from all corners of the lake to share their 
experiences, events and/or lake history. 

We will print submissions, subject to the usual 
editorial review. Students may want to contribute 

items as part of courses or to obtain 
community volunteer credits.

Attention 
Future Journalists
Lake Community 

Archivists 

Stinking Island. Photo: Trish Healy

Why ReCyCle?
here’s why: Each ton of recycled  

paper can save 17 trees, 1,438  litres 
of oil, 24.6 cubic meters of landfill 

space, 4000 kilowatts of energy, and 
26,498 litres of water. This represents  

a 65 percent energy savings,  
58 percent water saving, and 60 

pounds less of air pollution!

mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
mailto:jimnorton%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:tla%40onlink.net?subject=
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Email Jim at 
info@temagamimarine.com 

or call 705-569-3221
for a personalized quote.

Temagami 
Marine’s Top Shop 
Jim, our Top Guy is ready to 
design, fabricate and install your 
custom coverings.  Whether it be 
Boats, UTV’s, Upholstery, Awnings, 
Gazebo, Lawn Furniture and more...
he will work with you every step of 
the way.  We even take that carpet 
off your pontoon and replace 
it with vinyl...

52 Temagami Marine Road, 
Temagami, ON  

P0H 2H0

info@temagamimarine.com
www.temagamimarine.com

On September 11, 2014 Temagami Marine’s world changed. 
We lost our captain and friend,  Andre. Since then we have been, as you probably were, wondering 
what was next? In January, 2015, Jim and Kim decided to begin the process of proposing to buy Temagami Marine. The estate of Andre was a somewhat complex one with a few 

businesses and personal things to take care of and it is just 
starting to move forward now. Until the executor has finished 
with his file, things will move slowly. Jim and I wanted to move 
things a little quicker in order to be prepared for summer 2015 so we started a new company called Inlet Bay Marine 
Sales and proposed to the executor that until Temagami Marine had new owners, we could work in conjunction with 
one another. He agreed and together we are proud to present 
some lines for 2015. 
Temagami Marine will once again have a full showroom of 
products. Should Jim and I be successful in our proposal to purchase Temagami Marine, we will amalgamate the two companies and operate as Temagami Marine if possible. We look forward to seeing and serving you all again this summer 

season and will keep you informed as we move forward.

Welcome 
   to Spring!

http://www.tla-temagami.org

